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the buſineſs now before, the houſe, as it is pre 
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Mer. Seni, 41% 2-4 © 
8 dhe tight hon. gentleman, who preſented 


this petition, and brought forward this moti- 
on, has at the ſame time ſtated to this houſe, the 
heads of his intended bill; and as I, haye the mis- 
fortune to differ in opinion with the right "hon. gen- 
tleman on every WY theſe heads, though T have had 
the honour heretofor of generally concurting in opinion 
with him on political ſubjects, I think it a duty I owe 
to my king and country fully to explaln my ſentiments on 
DE. . 79 

rally. known' that his;majelty's ſervadts in this kingdom 
ve taken up this buſineſs in conſequence of an impreſſi- 


that the Roman catholics of this kingdom labour under 


many ſevere oppreſſions from the effects of ſeveral of 
the preſent. exiſting laws and as ſuch impreſſion has 
been made by means of a petition preſented to his ma- 


jeſty at St. James's on the d. day of January laſt; 


which petition has been lately printed, and circulated 


-1 mg this kingdom with great induſtry, I ſhall firſt 


* 


£42 


examine the contents of that petition as the ground-work, 
on which is to be exected the vaſt ſtructure of Roman 
catholic grandeur and power; the plan of which is de- 
lineated in the heads of the propoſed bill, as explained 
to the houſe by the right hon, gentleman: | 


When the petition preſented. lately to his maj; 
and on behalf of the Roman catholics of Ireland, fi 
made its appearance in the public prints, it was inſiſted 
upon, as well in the houſe of lords as in the houſe of 
commons} that the co py of this petition inſerted in the 
newſpapers, contained a great number of groſs miſre- 
prefentations, and direct and notorious falſchoods; the 
ſub-committee of the Roman catholics being a kind of 
permanent bod e out of their general convention, 
have thought fit, by way of anſwer to the obſervations 
on their petitions made in parlfament, to-publiſh their 
petition in a pamphlet with notes, and the following 


_ advertiſement prefixed to it: 
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ſovereign againſt a ſet of perſons who have, by fraud, 
' and- impoſition, audaciouſly attempted to procure his 


e 


I I ſhould not coadeſcend to take notice of this ſub-com- 
mittee; or their pamphlet, were it not that they fürniſh 
me with an authentic copy of this famous, or father in- 


famous petition ; every page, and almoſt every line of 


which teems with miſrepreſentation or falſehood.” Ayd 


as the cathelics haye by this ſyſtem of untruth,” decepti- 
on, and fraud, impoſed ſo far on his majeſty's miniſters 
in England, as to procure a paragraph to be inſerted in 
the Tpeech from the throne, recommending in the king's 
name to our ſerious conſideration the, fituation of his 
majeſty's catholic ſubjects, and that we ſhall conſider the 
fame with liberality ;—that is, that we ſhall confider 
with attention and favour the ſituation of the catholics 
of this country, as moſt falſely deſcribed in their petiti- 


on; and as no man in his majeſty's dominions is more 


firmly attached to his majeſty's perſon” and government 
than'I am, nor has on every occahon, where I have had 
an opportunity of exerting myſelf, more clearly mani- 
feſted that attachment, I have beſtowed on this petition, 


that is, this alledged ſituation of the catholics of this 


country, my moſt ſerious attention, according to the re- 
commendation in the ſpeech ; and I ſhall, & briefly as I 
can, ſtate to this houſe my opinion of this petition, ' and 
mark the principal miſrepreſentations and falſehoods, con- 
rained in it; in hopes that my voice, however weak, may 
reach the Rome, and rouſe the juſt indignation of 45 


' 1 


countenance, to the unhinging and disjointing the whole 
frame of his lach . and —_— foundati- 
ons which have been laid by wiſe  antiqui = $20 
ported and maintained by the ſage oo of two centu- 
ries ; and which have been ſtrong enough to geſiſt and 

epel the ſhocks of three general and molt formidable, | 
rebellions of the catholic inhabitants of this Kingdom, 


ſince the commencement of the reign of queen E 
of 209 glayigus memory WHeh cf; eee 

This petition commences with deception, The petiä- 
oners, on the title of it, denominate themſelyes catho. . 
lies, whereas they are Roman, catholics z/ that is, they, g 
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of ſupremacy. And 
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* [ 6 » ] _ 
Py " 


are perſons who acknowledge the ſupremacy of the 


| biſhop of Rome, à foreign prince, in ſpirituals, as all 


the Iriſh who ſtyle themſelves catholics, do; and will 
not allow his majeſty to be the ſupreme head of the 
church within this kingdom; nor will they take the oath 
1} all demonſtrate, before I fit 
down, that a very great portion of temporal power is 
incident to, and cannot, by any device, be ſeparated 
from, the ſpiritual ſupremacy, avowed by the catholics of 
this kingdom to be veſted in the biſhop of Rome. At 
preſent, I only juſt mark the fallacy contained in the 
very title of this petition, and which is invariably pur- 
ſued, in this point, through the whole; in which the, 
petitioners conſtantly ſtile themſelves catholics without 
the addition of Roman. *Tis thus . old tales repreſent 
the devil when he appears to mortals, cautiouſly con- 


— 
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 cealing the cloven foot,” 


| The petition then ſtates, that the catholicy of Ireland 


: (as they ſtile themſelves) have for a century laſt paſt be- 
paved with uninterrupted loyalty z in which time five 


foreign wars, and two domeſtie rebellions, have occur- 


red; and that they have taken every oath of allegiance 


and fidelity to his majeſty, and have gIvens and been 
ready to give, every pledge which can be deviſed, for 
their peaceable demeanor, and unconditional ſubmiſſion 
o e 


This ſhort paragraph contains two notorious falſehoods. 
Firſt, they have not, for a century behaved with 
uninterrupted loyalty to the king or ſtate, but have 

erted themſelves in all the five foreign wars, and the 
to domeſtic rebellions, which ' have occurred within 
theſe hundred years laſt paſt, againſt the king and coun- 
try, to the utmoſt of their power and ability, and have, 
difturbed this country, and are now diſturbing it, with, 
many tumultuous riſings in many parts of the country, 
in which they have practiſed the moſt inhuman barbari- 
ties on the perfons of the clergy and gentry, and com- 


.* 4 * * 


mitted various murders, burglaries and robberies on,” 


them, Within that ſpace of time. 
After 


* 


IEMA 2 | 
"Aſter the, ſurrender- of Limerick, in October, 1691, 
the Iriſh, catholics (who had for two years before per- 
ſited in 2 molt obſtinate rebellion, which had almoſt e- 
duced. the country to 4 deſart, and in which they had 
committed all ſorts of barbarities on the proteſtants of 
this country) to the amount of twenty thouſand men, 
preferred going to France, and ſerving in che armies of 
that power, the natural cnemy- of Britain, againſt their 
own country. { | ite Ne 15% Anta int 


* 
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In the military articles of capitulation of the city of 


Limerick, they had procured an article to be inſerted- 
ſtipulating for their tranſportation to France. The Bri- 
tiſh generals, after the ſurrender. of the town, exerted / 
themſelves to perſuade the catholic. army to relinquifh . 
theit intention of going to France, and to ſtay at home, 
and follow their different occupations in their on coun- 


al or if they preſerred the trade of war, general Gin- 
8 


offered to enliſt them in the Dutch ſerviec. Theſe of- 
fers they almoſt to a man rejected; and this catholic 
army, conſtantly recruited and officered by the catholics 
of this kingdom, have remained ever ſinee in the French 
ſervice, and have uniformly fought, with the greateſt 
inveteracy, againſt this country, in the five wars with 
France which have been waged during the laſt hundred, 
years, at the battles of Fontenoy and Laffeld, in the 
war with France which ended in 1746. A body of 
ſixteen thouſand Iriſh catholics fought in the army of 
France againſt Great Britain in the American war; a 
large body of Iriſh catholics, in the ſervice of France, 
fought, as well on the continent of America, as in the 
Weſt-India Iſlands, againſt Great Britain; and their ex- 
ploits againſt their country, at Savannah, at St. Lucia, 
at St. Ea and St. Euſtatia, may be ſaund in the 
journals of the times, and in the accounts of that war. 


1 


Stapleton, an Iriſh catholic from the county of Li- 
merick, commanded a body of 500 Iriſh catholics in the 
ben of France, at the battle of Culloden in 1746, and 
he died at Inverneſs of the wounds he received in that 


battle, Aghting for the; Pretender. All the French pri- 
vateers which infeſted this channel during the late war, 


| who 


# 


_ _ : 1 

14 | who plundered the Britiſh and Iriſh merchant ſhi 
k | even in the bay of Dublin, were manned 8 
3 commanded by Iriſh catholics; ſuch as John Kelly, 
. John Field, Luke Ryan, Patrick Dowling and others * 

. and they were furniſhed with intell gence with proviſi- / 

| ons, and even wirh powder, by Tri catholics es 
? Bm veral ports in the channel, in which the wives and fami- 
_ ©: lies of many of them were then reſident.” A large body 
. of Irifti eatholics have alſo ſerved i in the Spaniſh bee” f} 
hk _ and fought againſt their country in all the wars we ” 

| haye had with Spain during the ll. hundred years. Add 
3 to this the inſurrections of the White boyz, all catho- 
lies, in che South of this kingdom, breaking out at in- i 
1 ervals for upwards of twenty years paſt, and marked 
laughter, defolation; en and the moſt bitter 
animoſity againſt proteſtant clergy as well as laity; and 
ö the preſent inſurrections of che lower order eatho⸗ 
| lies in the counties of Lowth, Meath, Cavan, and Mo- 


naghan, and now ſpreading into the county of Dublin 3 

whoſe fury is exerciſed in robbing, ſpoiling, and burn- 

ing the houſes, and the contents of the farm yards of 

| the proteſtant inhabitants of cheſe counties, and aſſaſſi- 

| nating ſome of them; and this banditti is particularly 

3 active in diſarming the proteſtants, and arming them 

| ſelves, with -what view at is not hard to gueſs. ' With 

5 what unparalelled effrontery then do theſe petitioners af. 

þ ſert, that the catholies of Ireland” have, or a century 

f | laſt paſt; behaved with uninterrupted loyalty, when the” 

15 direct contrary poſition i is the truth? Can that body of 

1 * — be ſaid to behaye with loyalty to the ftate, who | 

1 upply and reeruit the armies of the enemy; Whoſe ſons, 

= brothers, and neareſt relations, appear 10 hoſtile array | 

if | against che ſtate," as well in Wars with foreign nations, 

| as in domeſtic rebelions; who, for a century laſt paſt, 

have furniſhed formidable bodies of. troops to che natu- 
ral enemies of the Britiſn empire; Who perpetually aſ- 
fault and harraſs us with domeſtic inſurrection, rob- 

bery and mufder; who are only reſtrained by their in- 
1 and” dread of Britiſh vengeance, fromm 1 | 

the bowels of their country ; and, by avowed and 0 
rebell{bn 125 amifeſting their immortal hatred to the Bri- 
tin 95 nnd cn > ant” whoſe domeſtic e 
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is the oply ſecurity to the ſtate for domeſtic peace ? If 

1uch'be oyal ſubjects, then is the wretch, who from 
private! ammoſity- or intereſt has planned your deſtruc- , 
tion, whoſe weakneſs or cowardice, prevents him from 
exetuting his plan himſelf, but who ſends his confiden- 5 
tial bravoes to effect it, an honeſt and honourable man, v3 
and your attached and faithful friend ! Futile are the e- \ 
cuſes for this their conduct, urged by the catholics, that | 
they are precluded from Ma bra the Britiſh forces in 

the laws, and that they therefore reſort to the French 


Ke 47% 


The ſecond falfeh5od contained in the paragraph of 
this petition I have mentioned, is, that the catholics 
have taken every oath of allegiance and fidelity to his 
' majeſty z and have Hive, and been ready to give, every 

pledge which can be deviſed for their peaceable de- 
meanour and unconditional ſubmiſſion to the laws. 


The catholics of Ireland have never yet taken the fol- 3 
lowing part of the oath of ſupremacy: « And I declare "= oY 
« that no foreign prince, prelate, ſtate or potentate, dy. 
« hath or ought to have, any juriſdiction, power, ſu- 
«« periority, - pre-eminence, or authority, eccleſiaſtical” or 
« ſpiritual, within this realm.“ Tbat part of the oath 
of allegiance ' preſcribed to be taken by catholics, and | #1] 
which it appears, that very few of them (their vaunted, 4 
numbers conſidered) have yet taken, which relates to | [ 
the pope and foreign princes, is as follows; « ity * 4 
* i eee n en a { 
'1 T« 3+ 420 / 5 284 i *v01 n £ 4. © 4 1 


pe 
+ TYED kf 
- 6 * 
. „ 


U 10 1 | 


« do declare that I do not believe that the pope of Rome, 7 


« or any other foreign prince, prelate, ſtate, or poten- 


« tate, hath or ought to have any temporal or civi juriſ- | 
c diction, power, ſuperiority, - or pre-eminence, di- 
«. rectly or indirectly, within this realm.“ By the Iriſh - 


ſtatutes of the 28th of Henry the 8th, chapter the. 5th, 
and of the 24d of Elizabeth, chapter the 1ſt, laws now 
exiſting and unrepealed, the kings and queens. of this 


realm and their ſucceſſors are declared to be ſupreme . 


heads of the church of Ireland; and by theſe two acts, 


as well as by another ſtatute of the 28th Henry the 8th, 


chapter 13, the authority and juriſdiction, both tempo- 


ral and ſpiritual, before that time claimed and exerciſed 
by the pope in Ireland, are utterly aboliſhed, . And by 
the laſt ſtatute it is enacted, that if auy perſon ſhall, . 


by writing or act, maintain the authority of the biſhops 
of Rome, heretofore uſed. in this kingdom, he ſhall in- 


cur the penalty of premunire. Further penalties are en- 


Acded againſt ſuch offenders by the act of Eliz. c. 2. 


jt 


| It is very notorious, that all the catholics of Ireland | - | 


acknowledge the authority, pre-eminence, and Len r 
tion of the biſnop of Rome in ſpirituals, within this 
kingdom. They have always refuſed, and ſtill refuſe, to 


take the oath af ſupremacy, acknowledging. the king | 


to be the ſupreme head of the church of Ireland; they. 


not only refuſe to acknowledge his majeſty, as the ſu- 


preme governor, ſpiritual and temporal, within his do- 
minions, but declare that another prince has the ſpiri- 


tual pre- eminence, juriſdiction, and authority, within 


and throughout the Britiſh empire. Thus, as far as in 
them lies, robbing his majeſty of one of 'the- brighteſt 
and moſt valuable gems in his imperial crown; and. 
without enjoying which, the hiſtory of paſt ages ſhews 
us, that he is but half a king within his own dominions. 
That it is impoſſible to wreſt an immenſe degree of tem- 
poral power, and dominion from the perſon who is ac- 
Enowledged to, poſſeſs the ſupreme ſpiritual power, the 
experience of all antiquity ſhews. In truth, the biſhop. 
of Rome, (except in two or three” inſtances, when he 
claimed to be lord paramount of certain kingdoms, which, 
hg-alledged/ to be holden as temporal fees from the 
temporal pattimeny of St. Peter, ſuch as Naples, and 


England, 
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England, in the time of king John) never claimed any 


temporal authority in any kingdom in Chriſtendom, 


jave as it was inleparably annexed to, and connected 


with, the exerciſe of his ſpiritual power. That the claim 
of the pope to ſpiritual authority within the realm, 
ſupported unequivocally by all the catholics of Ireland, 


inveſts him, ip/o fade, with a vaſt portion of temporal | 


power, can be ptoyed to demonſtration by numberleſs 
inſtances, bank fo. 55 N 5 

I thall juſt mention one, on the lawfulneſs of matri- 
mony, depends almoſt entirely, the ſucceſſion to all tem- 
roral property, whether real or perſonal, Matrimony 


by the catholics is held a ſacrament, its validity is en- 


tirely of ſpiritual juriſdiction; if the pope then, as ca- 
tholics hold, has the ſupreme and final juriſdiction in 
this particular, ſee what temporal power he muſt de- 
rive from it; he muſt in all caſes decide, whether a 
perſon, claiming under his father or his mother, is in- 
titled to the ſucceſhon to their real or perſonal property, 
becauſe ſuch deciſion - will depend on the validity of 
their marriage; he muſt decide, whether a party has 
or has not a right to intermarry with another, or whe- 
ther a party io ö 

afhnity, pre- contract or former marriage; he muſt 
finally decide on maintenance, alimony, or whether a 
man 18, Or is not, to pay the debts of a woman who 
claims to be his wife; with a thouſand other temporal 
incidents. Obſerve what opinion the parliament of this 
country, juſt eſcaping from the fangs of the pope's . 
D entertained of the temporal effects 
of the ſpiritual e 

pope, exerciſed in the caſe of matrimony alone. 


* 


In an Iriſh ſtatute enaQted in tbe thirty-third year of ? 


Henry the 8th, entitled, ©. an act for marriages,” are 
the following paſſages: « Whereas heretofore the 


uſurped power of the biſhop of Rome, hath always en- 
tangled and troubled the mere juri/diftion and regal power | 


of this land of Ireland, and alſo inquieted much the ſub- 


jects of the ſame by his 8 in them, as by 
Y. 


making that unlawful, which 's word is mo 


arred from that right by conſanguinity, 


s of the ſpiritual juriſdiction of the 


Wa —_—— ay 


Er 


both in marriages and other things, whereof ſome 
fparkles' be left, which hereafter might kindle a great 
fire? The ſtatute then proceeds, „ that it was cuſ- 
romary for the court of Rome to divorce parties who 
had been long married and had ifſue, on the pretence of | 
pre- contracts without conſummation, and of kindred be- 
tween coulins-gernian, and ſo to fourth and fifth 
degrees, and of carnal 8 of any of the ſame 
kin or affinity before, in ſuch ' outward deprees,, to 
procure money ſor diſpenſations z whereby not only much 
diſcord between lawful married perſons hath. ariſen, much 
debate and fuit at low, with wrongful vexation, and great | 
damuge of the innocent parties Bath been procured, and 
Juſt marriages in doubt and danger of undoing, and alſo many 
imes undone, unt lawful heirs diſinberited, and marriages 
have bern brought to ſuch” an uncertainty thereby, that na 
marriage could be fo ſore bit and bounden,' but it ſhould lie in 
either of the parties power to defeat the ſame.” 


! 


I be catholies of this country, under this pretended 
| en power of the pope, in defiance of the ſtatutes 
of Elizabeth and William the third, againſt all catho- 
tics Who ſhould attempt to exerciſe any eceleſiaſtical 
juriſdiction within chis realm, have endeavoured, in 
the point of marriage, to eſtabliſh and exerciſe here, 
all dis ce juriſdiction of the poe. 


"Tis a very ſhort time ſince I was cbnſuked as an ad- 
vocate, by a, very humane and worthy baronet, repre- 
ſentative in this parliament of à large and po ulous 
county, for my advice, in what method he ſhould pro- 
ceed to procure 2 remedy for an injured female, on the 


' following cafe. Two tenants of the baronet agreed to 
1 | intermarry, they lived in the next pariſh to that in which 
5 ; the baronet reſided, and being both catholics, they were 
a | married at the baronet's requeſt in his pariſh, and by. 
; the prieſt of his parith, and not by the prieſt of the pa- 


riſh in which they reſided after they had cohabited 
ſome time together, they were cited by the catholic vi- 

| car-general of the dioce f of Tuam, to appear before 
him, and he declared their matriage to be null and void, 
| en Baka 2 


3 

the 2 e of the . pariſh, and, not by 
the prieſt of their own pariſh; the vicar-general alleg- 
ing, that all , marriages, celebrated by any other perſon 
than the prieſt of, the pariſh, in which the parties lived, 
without a ſpecial diſpenſation . for the 7 555 Was a 


clandeſtine. marriage, and that. all clandeſtine en 
were decreed void by the. page} of Trent. 


WII any- 1 l man aſſert, chat the cxerciſe of 
Da, a ſpiritual power will not directly affect and invade 
the temporal rights of the. ſu ubject; in his deareſt and 
' neareſt intereſts ? I omit, * inſtances, of the. inſe- 
parability of ſpiritual power from temporal, though a 
thouſand could be given; and I refer any man, who 
has a mind further to, inveſtigate this ſubject, and to 
convince himſelf, chat the perſon armed with the whole 
ſpiritual power. in any ſtate, will neceſſarily have a vaſt 
temporal power annexed to it, and inſeparable en it 

19s 5 Warburton 8 treatiſe, The Alliance. er 


From what I have faid, I think I Have made 10 pretty 
clear, that as long as the catholics refuſe to take the 
_ oath, of ſupremacy, and perſiſt in ſuch refuſal; and 
_ whilſt they deny and impugn that ſupremacy, and main- 
. tain the ſupremacy in ſpirituals of a. foreign potentate, 
it is an Lr untruth to aſſert, that they, have taken 
| PETR th of 1 iance and, fidelity to the 8 every 
pledge which deviſed A their 9 demea- 
nour, and — ſubmiſſion to the And I ſub- 
mit it to this houſe, that I have — ſhewn, that 
che two foundations on which they build: their, whole 
- merits in this petition, are fallacious, unſubſtantial, and 
rotten 21 and that — che "_ od 
OI Zee W t e 


Te next three pa apbs in * 2 8 le chat 
. are excluded every office of truſt or emo- 


lument, civil or wif any — all offices in c ns, 


and that the law forbids them to found or endow any 
univerſity, college or ſchool. for the education of their 
children. It is to be obſerved, that the condition of the 
eatholies in this kingdom, is the very fame with the con- 


dition 
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tion of all diſenters from the effabliſhed church in 


England in all the "above particulars, except that the 


Engliſh proteſtant diffenters may found ſchools j and 
that it is highly unreaſonable in the Iriſh catholicg to ex- 
ped, that the exiſting laws here ſhould be changed in 
thoſe particulars, till the 'Engliſh nation ſhall think fit 
to repeal the teſt and corporation acts, and admit catho- 
lies to all employments of truſt and profit, civil and 
military; into all their corporate bodies; and permit 
them to found and endow univerſities, colleges and 
ſchools, for the home manufacture of Romitſh prieſts ; 
a meaſure which, I will venture to affirm, no Engliſh 
miniſter will preſume to attempftt. 1 Fry 


ect Kees to be obſerved, that if the Iriſh law, 


_ which excludes catholics from all tnilitary employments, 


was to be repealed, they could reap no advantage from 
it; for the fleet is entirely Britiſh, and the employments 
in it are difpoſed of to ſuch perſons only as are qualified 

to take them by the Engliſh laws, which exclade catho- 


lics. The ſame may be ſaid of all employments in the 


army, for they are diſpoſed of by the king, and the 
whole army is Britiſn; though part of it, whilſt em- 
ployed in this country, is paid by this country, and is 


_ * therefore faid to be on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment. If the 


king ſhould confer military commiſſions, in ſuch part of 
his army as is on the Triſh eſtabfiſniment, on catholics, 
he would act in direct violation of” the Engliſh laws, 


which we may reſt aſſured his ' preſent majeſty never 
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„„ 
| e act ude Catholics from © thilita 
employments were repealed in Ireland, and catholics a 


pointed to ſuch employments, the moment any regiment 
on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment ſhould be ordered out of the 
kingdom, all. commiſſions of catholics ſerving therein, 
© would be null and void. This exeluſion of catholics from 


admits of neither er and reſts 4s an 
diſtruſt upon the whole body of ch- 
Port ET OTE CT 
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_tholics.”” Is not this moſt decent language for petitis 
oners ? They inſert in their petition, the bittereſt in- 
vective againſt the general policy of the Britiſh conſtitu · 
tion; and to miſlead the ignorant of their perſuaſion, g 
repreſent themſelves as” being ſolely affected by the ex- 
cluſion, though it extends in general to all diſſenters 
from the eſtabliſhed church. And I am bold to ſay, as 
no dafs of diflenters amongſt his majeſty's ſubſects, 
except the Roman catholics, deny the king's ſupremacy 
in ſpirituals, ſo far as to veſt it in a foreign potentate, 
that they, more particularly than any other claſs of dif- 
ſenters, ſhould be the objects of diſtruſt to the govern- 
ment, and excluded from all places of truſt or profit 
civil or military, as they acknowledge two ſovereigns, 
and divide their allegiance between two maſters, by a 
ſort of ideal boundary, in its own nature incaple of "ion | 


F 
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he next obſervation in their petition is a rank miſre- 
preſentation, to wit. That their excluſion from cor- 
bers of them, who thereby eftabliſh through the king- 
dom a ſpecies of qualified monopoly, uniformly operat- 
ing in the disfavour of catholics, contrary to the ſpirit 
and highly detrimental to the freedom of trade.“ By 
this mifrepreſentation the catholics endeavour to induce 
his majeſty to believe, that it is unjuſt, impolitic; and 
detrimental to trade, to permit any corporation to con- 
tinue within this kingdom, and that they ſhould be there- 
fore all diffolved and aboliſhed, or that they ſhould be 
opened, {that is, conſidering their numbers) ſurrendered 
into the hands of the catholies. Theſe two ſchemes, 
reſpecting corporations, are the favourite plans of the 
preſent ſet of reformers of the conſtitution; a kind of 
levelling, independent, republican, deiſtical faction; 
Whoſe apoſtles are, Paine, Price and Prieſtly. The 
members of corporations being all proteſtants, and re- 
turning proteſtant members to parliament, certainly 
form a ſtrong barrier againſt the projected invaſion of 
the catholics; and corporations thus modelled, are the 
bulwarks of the proteſtant conſtitution of this —_— 
| | a. | 40's 6 | . | * a rty - 
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rations gives an advantage over catholics, to the mem- 
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create boroughs, for the expreſs purpoſe of throwing 
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Forty boroughs were created in the reign of james 
the iſt, When the crown had a right by its patents to 


the balance into the ſeale of the proteſtants in parliamentz 


which meaſure was moſt violently oppoſed by the catho- 


lies of that age; and we ought to guard our boroughs, 
with a vigilance and activity, proportioned to the vio- 
lence of the exertions of thie united factions of levellers 
and catholics, either to deſtroy, or engroſs them. But it 
is utterly untrue, chat the members of any corporation 
In this kingdom, derive any advanta E in, trade over 
others who. are not members of it; * falſehood was 


ſtuffed. into the petition, to aggravate the bead-rall of 
pretended. grievarices.of catholies. What advantages in 
trade have the members of the corporations, of Dublin, 


P 
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to obtrude themſelves into participation of che emolu- 
ments of an Univerſity; founded, and partly ende wed by 


Elizabeth; the great patroneſs of the reformed religion, 
and whoſe endownients have been augmented by our 
ſucceſhve monarchs, for the ſole purpoſe of planting in 
this kingdom a learned proteſtant colony, for the educa- 
tion of a pious miniſtry, aud the ſupply of miſſionaries to 
reckim the bigotted and ignorant natives from the errors 
of popery. God forbid; that I ſhould ever tee the 
pious intentions of the royal founders fruſtrated, by the 

converſion: of this ſeminary, and its revenues; to the 
ſupport" and encouragement of 'popery, or its hallowed - 


walls made the reſidente "of ſuperſtition” and treaſon. 


If,” however, it ftiall be determined by our fulers that 
our Univerſity ſhall be 6pened' to the catholics,” let the 


Britiſh ' miniſtry lead the way; and firſt procure” an at 


of parliament in England; for opening the Engliſh 
Uniterlitics of Oxford and Cambridge wy catholics, from 
attaining any degree, in which, *catholics are barred by 
Engliſh acts of parliament, and then perhaps the bitter 
rage of confetring academical degrees in the Univer- 
ty of Dublin on catholics; may be more readily ſwaE 
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_ It is here neceſſary to reniark, that catholics are not 
interdicted from obtaining in the Univerſity of 
Dublin by the charter and ſtatutes of that Univerſity- 


only; but by che Lriſh act of the zd of Eli. chap: 1. 
Tec. 10. which, though enacted before the foundation of 


the Univerſity of Dublin, yet, by ſpecial words, extends 
to all Beier es, which Pond, ther the date "of that | 
af}, be founded'or eſtabliſhed in this kingdom," | | '" 
Merger oat nnr momlrarve. wertifi cs. - 
The next paragraph of the petition relates to the laws 
which teſtram papiſts from carrying arms; laws cer- 
tainly very neceflary hen they were enacted, and, from 
recent experience, vety proper to be now Tigoroully en- 
forced. Excluſive of the direct falſity of part of this 
paſſage, no paragraph ever teemed with grofſer miſre- 
preſentation and fraud; if ſuppreſſion of the neceſſity _ 
of enacting them, of all mt of — 


Ne. 


: | n 

i * and exception in the laws themſelves, and of their du- 

F | ration, execution, and effects, are to be conſidered -as 
miſrepreſentation and fraud. OW © 9 


Firſt, the petition ſtates, that catholics are totally pro- 
hibited from keeping or ufing weapons for the defence 
of their houſes, families and perſons, whereby they are 
expoſed to the violence of burglary, robbery, or aſſaſſina- 
tion. This is at once a ſuppreſſion of truth, and a ſug» 
geſtion of falſehood ; they ſuppreſs the truth, that all 
the ſtatutes enacted to prevent catholics from keeping 
arms in this kingdom, give: a power to the lord lieute- 

nant and privy council, to . licenſe any catholic! they 

may think fit, to keep and carry arms; and that no ca- 
 - tholic. nobleman, gentleman, or even farmers of reſpec- 
table characters, have ever been refuſed ſuch licenſes, 
when they have properly applied for them; and that ſuch 
licenſe is to be granted without any gratuity, fee, or 
reward, ſave one ſhilling for the writing thereof. And 
they ſuggeſt a falſchood in | ſtating, that they are totally 
prohibited from keeping or uſing weapons. Next, in 

mentioning the ſtatute enacted for the ſuppreſſion of a 
dangerous catholic banditti, called Whiteboys, in the 

15th and 16th years of his preſent majeſty's reign, who 

_ ravaged ſeveral parts of this kingdom by intervals, for 
ſeveral years, exerciſing / the moſt unheard-of cruelties, 
on the peaceable and unoffending proteſtant inhabitants, 
they ſtate, that every catholic of whatever degree, peer 

or peaſant, is compellable by any magiſtrate to come for- 
ward, and cnvict himſelf, of keeping arms for his de- 
fence; or, if he refuſes ſo to canvict himſelf, he may not 

only incur ſine and impriſonment, but the vile and 15 
nominious puniſhment. of pillory and whipping. 
this paragraph alſo, the ſuppreſſion of truth, and ſug- 
geſtion of falſehood, are very notorious and remarkable. 
Firſts. all catholics are not ſubject to the proviſions of 
this act, but ſuch only as are not duly licenſed by the 

_ lard ſieutenant and privy council, to keep or carry arms. 
Secondly, the act provides, „ That no perſon ſhall be 
envicted, or incur any penalty, for any offence, upon any 
confeſſion or diſcovery he or ſhe ſhall make, on being 
examined on oath before a magiſtrate, nor ſhall any ſu 
5 | 5 enamination 
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examiriation be given in evidence againſt the gore o 
examined, unleſs ſuch perſon ſhall be indicted for havin 
committed wilful perjury on ſuch examination“. 


From hence it appears to be utterly untrue, that any 
catholic is compellable by any magiftrate, to come for- 
ward, and by his own confeſſion convict himſelf of any 
offence, or that he can'incur any penalty for any offence 
*diſcloſed by ſuch confeſſion, | | 1. 


; | ' r 2 

-* Thirdly, as the petition is worded, it is inſinuated 
that a perſon refuſing to appear before a magiſtrate, and 
be examined as directed by the act, may incur the pu- 
niſhment of fine and impriſonment; and alſo that of pil- 
lory and whipping ; and on this part of the act the pe- 
tition makes a moſt pathetic, and at the ſame time an 
inflammatory- remark, for the purpoſe of exciting the 

reſentment of their ſect; but no catholic, as the act is 
worded, can be puniſhed at all for refuſing to appear 
before a magiſtrate, and be examined according to the 

act, provided he has obtained a licenſe for keeping and 

carrying arms; nor can he be puiſhed in any manner, 


unleſs he ſhall be indifted; tried, and conviſted for | 


ſuch refuſal 3 nor can the puniſhments of fine and im- 
priſonment, and alſo-whipping- and pillory, be inflicted 
on the ſame perſon for the ſame offence y it is left to 
the diſcretion of the judge, who tries the offender, if he- 
ſhall be found guilty, to inflict the puniſhment either of 
fine and impriſonment, or that of pillory and whipping. 
And it is very well known, that when a ſtatute gives 
ſuch a diſcretion, the puniſhment of pillory or whip- 
ping was .never_ inflicted on any malefactors, but on 
thoſe of the loweſt and meaneſt degree, as were indeed 


the generality of white-boys, for the ſuppreſſion of whom 


this ſtatute was enacted. The aſſertion therefore that 
all catholics, peers, or peaſants, may, by the operation 
of this act, be ſubjected to the ignominious puniſhment | 
of pillory and whipping, is a eee 


The petition alſo ſuppreſſes moſt fraudulently, the laſt 


clauſe of this ſtatute, which is in the words following: 


% And whereas it is intended that this law ſhall be in 
Fn. . | B 2 | force 
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force no longer than public neceſſity hall require z be it 
further enacted, by the authority aforefild, that this 
act hall continue in force to the 24th day of June, 1778, | 
and no longer.“ This ſtatute, it is true, has been conti- 
nued from time to time, becauſe the diſorders for the 
ſuppreſſion of which it was enacted have continued from 
time to time; nay, ſimilar diſorders are now commit- 
ting in the counties of Louth, Monaghan, Cavan, Meatn 
and Dublin, by a banditti, all catholics, calling them- 
ſelves DEFENDERS, with a malignant activity, which 
has, as yet, generally evaded or defeated the utmoit 

| exertions of the ſtanding . to ſuppreſs them. 
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But che catholic petition bas omitted to ſtate, chat 
this act will expire with the next ſeſſion of parliament, 
"unlefs the outrages of their own. ſect ſhall render it ne- 

ceſſary to continue it. It will be naturally ſuppoſed by 
his majeſty and his miniſters i in England, from the tra- 
gical com pray peel Qing the incapability of Iriſh ca- 

8 cholies ht, eep arm ms, co tained in the tition, that the 
Iriſh” ſtatutes have 1 in that particular en. rigidly exe- 
cuted.'” With what aſtonihment then muſt they be 
ſtruck, when informed that theſe laws haye been ſeldom 
put in "Biccution, and then never generally, but in Tmall 

' diſtricts of the country, Which have. been infeſted: by 
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; rf, in his vins TT king William, public 
in the year 1745, Tatts, "that the oY of the 5th of 
king 1 2 entitled, “ an act for the better ſecuring 
the government by Gtarting' p a pifts';” $ of Which the 
act of the 13th of George the 5 for diſarming papiſts, 
is an amendment, has been rately executed, except upon 
the pike 74 rehenſion of itivalion'or 155 diſturbance ; and 

then,” with all poſſible © bent enity and moderation. 
And to prove chat the cläuſes in the act of the 15th 
anck roth of His pteſent mijeſty, reſpecting che diſarm- 
ing of catholics, Have never been carried into execution, 
except in times of public 85 urrection and diſturbance, 
and 75 100, Along oy the meaneſt of the people; and | 
whit no perf . 7, Ns the *puniſhment. of 
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pr and EN under that at, I can a fafely penn 


the teſtimony of all the inhabitants of this Kingdom, 
whether 9 or proteſtants. 


Thit catholics, in an degree ſo or to. the ve very 
loweſt, of the mob, E had any Dp ur ung ry 
the proviſions in this act were intended to affect them, 
or ever would be executed againſt them, appeared moſt 
mfr during the ſeaſon of , volunteering in this 


country, which commenced ſubſequent, to the paſſ- 


ing of that act; the cat holics, not only mixed with pro- 
teſtants in moſt of the volunteer corps throughout the 
kingdom, were regimented, carried arms publicly, and 
learned military tactics; but they formed themſelves into 
large and numerous corps, well armed, accoutred, and 
inſtructed in military exerciſe, and marched, and ap- 


peared in e array on all ene, as other volun- 
teers. 


Ia mytelk; a, Hips er "Dublin eld called the 
ui Brigade, nineteen in twenty of which were catho- 
lies, march through the city of Dublin, and cloſe to the 


gates of the caffle, the reſidence of his majeſty's lieutes 


nant, al»ng with other volunteers, to be reviewed in 
his air ad Phcenix-park, I had the curioſity to count 


the volunteers on that day, as it was a review of all the 
volunteers in the province of Leinſter, I ſtood on Efſex- 
bridge, and counted them accurately, and as well as I 


now recollect, they amounted to about two thouſand 
men, and no more; of which abaut one. third were 


{ſerviceable men, if called to action. Of this whole num- 


ber, the Iriſh Brigades amounted to fix hundred, and all 
the other volunteers ot the city of Dublin amounted to 


about four hundred only 3 ſo that the catholics of Dub- 


lin then in arms, without a . of them having 2 U 
cenſe to carry arms, or having ever applied for one, 


exceeded all the proteſtant corps of the city of Dublin. 


by about two hundred, and oh 3 in the view, an as it 
ef under the noſe "of government. 250 oo this 


1 e to a demonſtration, that the better ſort of catho- 
es never in gined that the ſtatute of the Ich and 

"16th of his preſent lon 1 4 tended toy, or ever would be 
put in execution . ns MG 


© Bd © 
The next paragraph of the petition is one. continued 


miſrepreſentation. It ſtates, that the perlonal pro | 
of rr is inſecure, that the law — ana” 
£0 the diſobedient child to conform, and deprive 
the catholic parent of it; and that the father does not, 
y the ſurrender of his all, purchaſe his repoſe, he may 
be attacked by new bills, it his future ipduſtey be ſuc- 
8 


ceſsful, and again be plundered by due proceſs of law, 


This miſrepreſentation ariſes, either from a miſcon 
ſtruction of the acts of the 2d of Anne, ghap. the 6th? 
intitled, An act to prevent the further owth of po- 
pery; and of the 8th of Anne, chap. 3d, intitled, An 
act to explain and amend the aforeſaid act of the ſc» 
cond of Anne, and the act of the 14th and 18th of 
his preſent majeſty, chap. 49 3 or from the ſcheme of 
fraud and impoſition, ſo unremittingly ie f 
the whole performance; from the notes annexed to the 
edition of this petition, publiſhed by the catholic ſub- 


[ Fe . committee, I am convinced it did not ariſe from igno- _ 
i nance, but from premeditated deſign of impoſition” - 
. 7 — ” . i 11 . : K 1 6 | . 


The two aforeſaid acts of the 2d and 8th of queen 
Anne, the firſt to prevent the growth of popery, and 
the other to explain and amend the firſt, form but one 
act of parliament in effect, and are always conſidered in 
law as two parts of one whole, The act of the ſecond _ 
of Anne, in ſection the third, gives the conforming 
child of a popiſh parent, a right to file a bill in chancery 
againſt the parent, ſtating the degree and ability of the 
parent, ang his or her conformity, and praying, that the 
chancellor may decree a maintenance and portion to ſuch 
child out of the parent's effects, ſuitable to the degree 

and ability of ſuch parent, The portion which the act 
enabled the chancellor to decree on ſuch bill, not to be 


y «{ «4 


payable till the death of ſuch parent. 


Under the word ability, this act ſubjected both the 
real and perſonal eſtate of the catholic parent to the 
maintenance and portion of che conforming child. This 
act of the 2d of Anne, the catholic parents of that age 
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and incumbrances. And there was alſo ſome ey 
in determining, what the child ſhould perform, in r 

& to conformity, in order to intitle him to relief. un- 
der this act. To remedy theſe defects the ſtatute of the 
8th of Anne was enacted, giving the conforming child 


no new remedy againſt the catholic parent, but it regu- 


lates and ſettles what the conforming child muſt do, to 


entitle him to file a bill againſt his parent for a mainte- 
nance and portion ; and it obliges the parent to diſcover 
on oath, the true value of his real a perfonal eſtate, 
over and above all b-na fide incumbrances ; neither is 


the chancellor enabled by the 8th of Anne to make of 
led 


decree on ſuch bill, ſave ſuch decree as he was enab 


to make by the act of the 2d of Anne; and he is alſo 


particularly reſtrained during the life of the catholic pa- 
rent from giving more to his proteſtant conforming child 
or children, for ſupport and maintenance, than one= 


third of the perſonal and real eſtate of the parent, and 
be was left at 1 5 to give as much leſs as he in his 


fit. 


It is admitted that real eſtates of catholics. are Xn 
empted from any charge. for their conforming children, 


diſcretion might thi 


by the laws ſome time ince enacted in this kingdom: 
but, it is ſuggeſted, that their perſonal; eſtates are {till . 


liable, which ſuggeſtion is founded on the following 
quibble » By the act of the 17th and 18th of his preſent 


' majeſty it is enacted, That no maintenance or portion 


be granted to any child of a popiſh parent, upon a 


bill filed againſt fuch parent, purſuant to the act of the. 
2d of queen Anne, out of the perſonal property of 1 


papiſt, except out of fuch leaſes which papiſts may here- 
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After take, under the powers granted in the act of the 


AI th and 18th of his majeſty; any thing contained in 


any act or ſtatute to the contrary in anywiſe notwith- 
!!... ͤ oroog he oh 
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Ihe quibble is thus; this aft exempts the perſonal et. 


tate or catholics from maintenances and portions, which 


| heretofore 7 8 have been decreed, on a bill filed un- 


der the act of t] of | 
gances and portions which may be yet deeteed, 2 — 
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the 2d of Anne, and not from mainte- 


L 24 3 

bill filed under che act of the 8th of Anne, for it dos 
not at all mention the 8th of Anne ; but, I truſt, I have 
already ſhewn that the bill given to a conforming c 
under the 2d of Anne, is the very ſame bill given under 
the 8th of Anne, that both acts are to be conſidered ac 
different parts of one act only; and that, if the chan- 
cellor is prohibited by the 17th and 18th of his pre- 
ſeat majeſty, from giving any portion or maintenance to 
the conforming child " a.catholic, on a bill filed b ſuch 

_ conforming child, purſuant to the 2d of Anne, Mie 6 „% 
alſo prohibited from giving any portion. or maintenance 
to the conforming child, on à bill filed under the 8th of - 
Anne; for both bills are one and the ſame bill, with 
reſpect to their Tp ayd Prayre * the relief to be 
given upon them. 


| It is impoſſible to form a bill for 3 and 
ortion under the 8th of Anne, which will not alſo 
2 bill for the fame purpoſe, under the ad of Anne. 
And the words in the recited clauſe of the 17th and 
isch of his preſent majeſty, „any thing contained in 
An act or ſtatute to the contrary. notwithſtanding,” form 
e . clauſe, including the 8th of Anne, and every, 
other atute, if any there id, which could in any man- 
ner ſerve to countenance the wibble. Leaſes for lo 
terms of years taken by catho cs, between the year. 
1778 and 1782, are liable yet to maintenance and por- 
tions for conforming children; but catholics may eaily 
prevent it, either by ſelling inch leaſes, or ſurrendering 
3 e ones for me remainder of the. 


No 3 can be iy of vm Rlea' in . 

Fo, A conforming ch <p Ge catholic parent, for. 

rtion and ng FHP 1 * the year 1778; which is 

2 proof, if one was wanted, "of Ie no ſuch bill is main- 
tainable 3 and the catholies of Ireland, may reſt aſſured, 

that they = full power ang, 1 as the Jaws 

- now 3 to fog their ny a 55 mh * an 5 
pend on them for e a ji ereafter ; 
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_;.. The two next paragraphs ſtate, the exclufion of carho» 
lics from .grand juries, unleſs there be a deficiency 8 


proteſtants; and from petit juries in ſome caſes; and 
the conſequences, deduced in the petition, of this ex- | 
clüſion, form a maſs of exaggerated miſrepreſentations \ 
and falſhood. Of their excluſion from grand juries, | 4 
they (tate the following hardſhips as the conſequences. - 1 
Firſt, That they are deprived of that humane and | 
equitable principle of the law, which ſays, that no man \4 
ſhall be convicted of any capital offence, unleſs by the i 
concurring uerdicts of two juries of his neighbours and f 
8 | 4 

/ , Secondly, That they are thereby deprived of the | l 
great palladium of the conſtitution, trial by their | 
peer. 1 | SEEN N 


© And thirdly, That it is manifeſt injuſtice, to have 
their property taxed in aſſeſſments, by a body from which 


they are formally excluded. 
5 As to the firſt ſuggeſted hardſhip, it is a falſhood. 


There is no principle of the law which ſays, that no 

man ſhall be convicted of any capital offence, unleſs by \ 
the concurring verdicts of two juries of his neighbours 5 BY 
and equals ; the yerdict of one jury of twelve men, will 2 

| convict or acquit any perſon who is tried before them 

for @ capital crime; and neither catholic or proteſtant 
commoner, can be convicted of any crime, capital or 3 
otherwiſe, except by the verdict of twelve men, his | | 
neighbours and equals, (that is, twelve commoners, his | 
Peers,) given upon his trial. F | 
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This Fatſhood, I ſuppoſe, they will attempt to ſupport 
ated by 


by a paſſage in Blackſtone's Cummentaries, miſtate« 
them, and perhaps miſunderſtood, which is as follows. 
That no man can be convicted at the ſuit of the 
king, of any capital offence, unleſs by the unanimous 
voice (mt verdi) of Twenty-four of his equals, and 
neighbours ; that is, by twelve at leaſt of the grand 
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Jury, in the firſt place, afſenting to the accuſation ; and 
aſterwards by the whole petit jury of twelve more, find- 
ing him guilty on his trial.“ And in the preceding page, 


the ſame author ſtates, That the grand jury are onl 
to hear evidence on behalf of the proſecution ; for find- 
ing an indictment, is only in the nature of an enquiry 
or accuſation, which is afterwards to be ' tried and de- 
termined ; and the grand jury are only to enquire upon 
their. in rthahcs thine he ſuthcient cauſe. to call upon 
the party to anſwer it.“ Thus it is evident, that a 
grand jury tries no man, and gives no verdif. — 


Catholics have the ſame advantage as proteſtants of 
that maxim of law, that no man can be convicted of any 
capital offence, except by the unanimous voice of twen- 
ty-four of his neighbours and peers; that is, by the aſ- 
ſent of twelve grand jurors, all commoners, to the pro- 
priety of putting the indictment or the accuſation into a 
way of triah and to the determination of his guilt, by 
twelve petit jurors, all commoners alſo, and his peers, 
on their oaths on the trial, which is called a verdiQ. 
And no catholic can be found guilty of any capital of- 
fence, except by the unanimous voice of twenty-four ol 


bis neighbours and peers. 

The ſecond hardſhip complained af, by the excluſion 
of catholics from grand juries, is alfo a notorious falſe - 
hood, viz. that catholics are deprived thereby of a trial 
by their peers ; for a grand, jury tries no man, but only 
puts him upon his trial, and catholics as well as 1 
rants, can be only tried by their peers; unleſs the ridi- 
culous aſſertion {hall be maintained, that proteſtant and 
catholic commoners are not peers, to each other, in the. 
legal ſenſe of the word peers ; and catholics may ſerve. 
; indifferently with proteſtants, in all petit juries, for the. 
+ trial of all offences, whether capital or otherwiſe, except 
offences under the popery laws, ſuch as enliſting men 
for foreign ſervice, &c. in which caſes, it would be the 
- higheſt abſurdity to ſuffer catholics to ſerve on petit 
+ juries, to try perſons for crimes, of which they them- 
| Gives are dailyguilty. x. 
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Roman catholics. 
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Tube third hardſhip deduced by the petition from the 
excluſion, of catholics from grand juries is, that it is 
wanifeſt injuſtice to have their pr 7 taxed in aſſeſſ- 


ments by the grand juries, from which they are formal- 
ly excluded ; grand juries are ſelected from among the 
Abels entlemen of the counties at the diſcretion of 


the ſheriffs, they cannot exceed twenty-three in number, 


and are not elected ; they are impowered by law to lay 
aſſeſſments on the land-holders of the counties, for the 
county purpoſes z all the land-holders without diſtinction 
are ſubject to the payment of their ſeveral proportions 
of theſe aſſeſſments, which ere generally apportioned b 
the number of acres they 7 ara occupy z the grand 
jurors themſelves pay as well as others; and all the pro- 
teſtants of a county who are not grand jurors, have as 
much xeaſon to complain of theſe aſſeſſments as the 


The hardſhip which the catholics deduce from thei 
excluſion in ſome caſes from petit juries is, that 
they are in a worſe condition in their native country 
than aliens, for aliens may demand an equitable privi- 
lege denied to catholics, of having half their jury aliens 
like themſelves, The. exaggeration contained in this 


complaint is remarkable; they repreſent themſelves in 


eyery caſe; which can come to be tried before a jury, as 
in a worſe condition than aliens, though they are not 
excluded from ſerving on petit juries on any civil caſe, 


except on trials of actions between proteſtants and ca- 


tholics ; and that too, provided they are challenged, and 
the challenge proved ; and they well know. that ſuch 


challenges are very ſeldom made; nor are they excluded 


ſrom ſerving on petit juries on the trial of any criminal 
matter whatſoever, except on the trial of offences under 


the popery laws; in which caſes, as I have already ob- 


ſerved, it would be abſurd to permit them to ſerve. The 


complaint alſo that they are in a worſe condition than 


aliens, becauſe queſtions of property between them and 
Proteſtants may perhaps be tried by proteſtants only; (a 


regulation which their own inveterate hatred of proteſ- 


tants,. their univerſal claim to all eſtates in this kingdom 
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wit, — The incapacity of catholics to vote at t 


. 28 7 


"now enjoy by proteſtants, as eſtates of which their | 
anceſtors have been unjuſtly deprived, and their 

of the induſtry and proſperity of proteſtants, made ab- 
folutely neceſſary, ſhould open the eyes of all N 


in this country) and point out to them the guile 
fraud of the catholic party, who are now coaxing and 


ſoothing them i into a ſurrender of every, thing that can 
give. proteſtants any ſecurity for the peaceable enjoyment 


of their religion, their lives, and their eſtates, by Riling 


them in their publications, their brethren z when at the 


Tame time their 2 ſtates that they look upon them- 


{elves in a worle condition than aliens, becauſe their | 
claims of pro erty, and the offences they may 
are in ſome few caſes of abſolute neceſſity for the ſake 


" of juſtice, to be tried by proteſtants only z that is, by 


thoſe whom they have nc affected to ile their Ins 


tren. 


I come now y to the lat tel in the pry to 
elections 
of repreſentatives in parliament.— This incapacity they 


ſet forth as the badge of unmerited diſgrace and ignomyz- 


and as the cauſe and 1 aggravation of all cheir other 
calamities. $5 


In all the prior parte of their optaion FEE Fre in jt 5 


15 and ſhameleſs falſchoods, in clumſy groundlefs Agra 


tion, in notorious miſrepreſentation, ſuppreſſion 


Fin and miſerable quibbles; but on the ſubject of their i 5 


capacity of voting, they have exhauſted all their elo- 
uence, all their art, cunning, powers of deception, 
cb aggravation, , mifrepreſentation, and all the 


= | org and pathetic declamation, which lay within the 


ores of hed: whole fraternity. They endeavour to e 
Tyade his „ that the N of the el | 
nchiſe h 3 Weile them to the moſt miſerable ſtate it 

Myje to degräde human creatures to; that excluſion 


-. 


f fm the Eeletive' franchiſe, ſubjects them to every evil 


nd r a which Human hature is liable. "After" 
Kmentable exbrdiiini, they progeed to ſtate the evils 
ale trlarly; to A excl Gon from the, elective 
Bid — . 
Firſt, 


= . 
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Firſt, chat they are taxed where they are not repre-. 
ſented actually or virtually; and bound by laws, 1 in the 


framing of which wth ye no PI: to 7 give or * 
hold their aſſent. 


"Matty, that it hap $ 8 and from the | 
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. Thirdly, that many es to 3 their fawi- 
nes fem total deſtruction, and prefering pe jury | Boy 
famine, ſubmit to a nominal conformity again 


Ak es and take oaths which they do not robs 


As to the firſt. grievance ſuggeſted to ariſe from the 
ute of catholics from the elective franchiſe, that 
of "their being taxed where they are not repreſented 
aCtually or virtually ; 3 and bound by laws, in the framing / 
4 which they cannot expreſs alent or diffent. It 1s 
r to obſerve, chat in all their late publications, and 
in prope: s petition, they Wk” 5 the proteſtants of Ire- 
land amount to- one-fourth of the intiabitants only, which 
altogether amount to four millions ; conſequently the 

roteſtants, by their ſtatement, amount to one million. 

e legiſlature of this country, as well as of England, 
has thought fit to preſcribe certain qualifications, without 
the -olſeſſion of which no perſon is allowed to vote for 
repreſentatives i in parliament; and by our conſtitution 
the legiſlature has an undoubted right ſo to do. One 
of theſe qualifications in Ireland as to voters in counties 
is, chat every voter ſhall have a freehold of the yearly 
value of forty ſhillings at the leaſt. - Another, which ex- 
tends to all voters whether in counties or boroughs is, 
that the voters ſhall be proteſtants. It is computed that 
all e who enjoy the elective franchiſe in whether £5 

whether 


f 


8 8 „„ | 
whether in counties or boroughs, do not exceed the 
number of fixty thouſand ; ſo that there are in Ireland, 


nine hundred and forty thouſand proteſtants who do not 


enjoy the eleCtive franchiſe, admitting, for argument's 
ſake, the calculations of the catholics, as to the relative 
number of the inhabitants of this kingdom, to be true; 
and the number of proteſtants excluded from the elective 
franchiſe in Ireland, are to thoſe proteſtants who enjoy 
it, in the proportion nearly of eighteen to one; hence 
eighteen out of nineteen of the proteſtant inhabitants of 
Ireland are in the ſelf ſame condition, in reſpect to ex- 
cluſion from the elective franchiſe with the catholics; 
and if the catholic poſition is true, are not actually or 
virtually repreſented in parliament. 5 


It muſt be here remarked, that both in England and 
Ireland, the Whole commons in the realm have been 
hitherto ſuppoſed to be, both actually and virtually re- 


a 1 by the houſe of commons, though the mem. 


rs of the houſe have not for ages paſt been elected by 
the whole commons of the realm, but by comparatively 
a ſmall part only; that catholics, by conforming and 
qualifying themſelves as the laws of the ſtate direct, may 
attain the eleCtive franchiſe, and that all perſons; who 
_ poſſeſs a. capability of becoming electors, though not 
actually electors, are ſuppoſed to be repreſented in par- 
Jament. I will not here enter into any further diſquiſi- 
tion reſpecting actual or virtual repreſentation, but I wil 
venture to affirm, that in large ſtates, which poſſeſs 


extenſive territory and L e it is utterly imptacti- 
L 


cable to extend the elective franchiſe to all conditions of 
people, and at the ſame time ſupport any Tegolar form 
of government; and that the plan of election, now 
adopted by the French aſſaſſins, will, as long as it 
laſts, be attended by anarchy, public | confyſion, and 


. 


The ſecond evil which the reg ſtates, that catho- 
r 


nes endure by their exeluſion from the elective franchiſe, 
and on the ſcore of which they utter the moſt pitiful 
_ exclamations, is, — That ſuch is the malignity of this 


3 1 

law of exclufion, that from its vety nature, it is the 
cauſe of the expulſion of the catholic tenantry from 
their farms, of the uncertainty of their tenures, and of 
the conſequent deſolation of the kingdom. This is one 
of the moſt impudent falſehoods that ever was advanced 
in any age or country; there is ſcarce one gentleman in 
this houſe acquainted with the internal ſtate of this 
country, who does not know it to be a falſehood ; it be- 

ing now the almoſt univerſal mode of letting lands in 
Ireland, for the landlord to advertiſe his lands at the ex- 
piration of a leaſe, to be let to the beſt and higheſt bid- 
der, and to let them accordingly, without conſidering 
the religion of the tenant, but merely his ſolvency, and 
the price he offers ; but I will demonſtrate it to be a 
falſehood from their own ſtate of their caſe, and their 
own reaſoning- The catholics of Ireland, as they ſtate, 
amount to three-fourths of the whole inhabitants; the 
proteſtant inhabitants can therefore amonnt only to the 
one-fourth :_ the catholics, who apply themſelves to 
farming and country buſineſs, exceed the proteſtants of 
the ſame claſs in a much greater proportion than their 
relative numbers bear, from reaſons not now neceſſary to 
enumerate. 80 that ſuppoſing the catholic calculation 
of numbers to be true, the catholic farmers muſt exceed 

the proteſtants in the proportion of at leaſt fix to one. 
Hence it is impoſſible that the aſſertions contained in the 
catholic petition, reſpecting the expulſion of catholic 
tenantry in favour of proteſtants, can be true; becauſe, 
if a proteſtant landlord was ever ſo much inclined to 
expel his catholic tenantry, and ſubſtitute proteſtants in 
their room, it is impoſſible for him, from want of pro- 
teſtants, to gratify fuch inclinations; and it is evident 
to demonſtration, from the ſtatement of the catholics ir 
the petition, that ſix parts in ſeven of the kingdom muſt 
be laid waſte, aud the proteſtant landlords all ruined, if 


they ſhould expel their catholic tenantry, in expectation 


of procuring proteſtant tenants. Thus I have convicted 
the catholics of downright falſehood in this particular 
from their own ſtatement in their petition. Fs 


17 


The third grievance, which the petition alledges to be 
-2 conſequence of the excluſion of catholics the 


elective 
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clective franchiſe, and for the remedy of which they 
appeal with the greateſt energy to his majeſty's piety, 
clemency, and commiſeration, is, that ſeveral catholics, 
to prevent themſelves from being expelled from their 
farms, and thereby with their Runes becoming the 
prey of famine, conform to the proteſtant religion againſt 
their conſciences, and perjure themſelves by taking oaths 
Ne NG ry, nes mee 


1 have. already ſhewn that no tuch grievance as the 
expulſion of, catholics from their farms in conſequence 


of electioneering ſchemes exiſts, or did ever exiſt, in 


this kingdom; and if the ſtatement of the catholics 
contained in their petition be true, it is impoſſible it 
could, or can exiſt, and therefore no ſuch conſequence 
can follow, from it as this third pretended grievance. I 


do indeed” admit, that at all xounty elections in this 
kingdom, there are to be found catholics wicked enough 


to perjure themſelves by ſwearing that they are not catho- 


| lics, to enable themſelves to vote; and this is partly ad- 


mitted in the writs of Edward Byrne, after mentioned; 
but they do this voluntarily, afid are not induced by any 
neceſſity or cauſes, ſave their depravity, avarice, and 


perhaps ambition to do ſo; and I hope the election laws, 


in this kingdom will be neyer changed on account of 


ſuch wicked miſcreants, who are as ready to perjure 
them ſelyes on any other account, if paid for it, as on 


elections ; and who have cauſed the words Iriſh evi- 
dence” to be echoed throughout Great Britain, as terms 


of proverbial diſgrace to this country. 
4 TELE ” ZI LED 4 14 22 Fa $£+ 4 > 1 z * * 


The petition, after ſtating a ſtring of grièvancęs which 
I have ſhewn never had exiſtence, as proceeding from 
the excluſion of catholics from the electiye franchiſe, 
then proceeds to claim this franchiſe as -a right, and 


founds the, claim of right of the catholics on as, bold 


- Li a : " » 4 * - 4 # # N f «+ 
untruths as any contained in the former part of their 


petition, or rather bolder ; for the principal falſehood 
on which the petitioners. ground- it, ſtands refuted by, 
the public records, by acts of parliament, and by hiſtoryz 
and this falſehood alſo includes a hbel on the proteſtant 
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groundleſs and malicious as ever yet was publiſhed. 
The p-tition ſtates.— That the right of franchiſe, that 
is, of elective franchiſe, was ſecured at leaſt to a great 
part of the catho:ic body, by the treaty of.Limerick, in 
1691, guaranteed! by king William and queen Mary, 
and- finally confirmed and ratified by parliament z. not- 
withſtanding which, and in direct breach of the public 


their-anceſtors paid a valuable — — in the ſur- 
render of their arms and a great part of the kingdom, 
and not withſtanding the moſt ſcrupulous adherence on 
the part of the catholics to the terms of the ſaid treaty, 
and their unremitting loyalty from that day to the pre- 
ſent, the ſaid right of elective franchiſe was finally and 
univerſally taken away from the catholics of Ireland, 


the 2d.” 
It will not be very ditkeut to 3 the notorious 


body of Iriſh cathol cks after the abdication: of king 


pretence of ſupporting his title to the crown of Ireland; 
but in reality for the purpoſe of overturning the proteſ- 
tant eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment in this kingdom, and ſub- 
ſtituting popery in its ſtead ; and of ſeparating this 


proceedings of the pretended parliament held in Dublin, 
under the authority of king James in 1689, muſt be con- 
vinced. The proteſtants of this kingdom took up arms 
in their own defence, and were ſupported by a farnnda- 
ble army, ſent from England by king William, to their 


defeated, were driven into the city of Limerick, in 


cloſely beſieged by the generals of king William, and 
the proteſtant oy under their r e 


to enter into articles o — with 


coparngnent of this country ſince the: nerd 28 


faith of the nation, thus ſolemnly pledged, for Which 


ſo late as the firſt For of his —— king 2 0 


talſehoods of every part of this paragraph. The whole 


James the 2d, in England, took up arms; under the 


country from England; as all perſons who have read the 


aſhſtancez after two years of a bloody and deſtructivre 
civil war, the catholic forces, every. where routed and 


which, in the autumn of the year 1691, they were 


Pent up in this ci 'Ys the catholic army was — 
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king William, the Baron de Ginckle, on the third day 
of October, 1691, which capitulation is ſtiled the mi- 


litary articles of Limerick ; theſe military articles relate 


ſolely to the catholic regular army and rapparees, a kind 
of- ir lar catholic banditti, then in arms in the coun- 


ties. of Limerick, Cork, Clare, and. Kerry, and to the 


garriſon of the town of Sligo, which had ſurrendered © 
on the a th of September preceding. The chief condi- 
tions, ſtipulated by theſe military articles, relate to the 
ſafe tranſportation into France of ſuch officers and ſoldi- 
ers of that army, as ſhould chooſe to embark for that 
country. Of the whole catholic army only three prin- 


_ cipal officers, to wit, Brigadier Clifford, (an Engliſhman) 


Col. Henry Luttrell, and Col. Purcell, choſe to ſtay at 
home, together with ſome officers of inferior rank, and 
; rivate ſoldiers; the reft, to the amount of twenty 
ihoufand men, choſe to embark for France, and were 
tranſported thither accordingly. . See Harris's life of 
ling William, pages 381, and 352. 


Exclufive of this military capitulation, there was ano- | 
ther capitulation figned by the lords juſtices and general 


_ Ginckle on the one part, and by the catholic gentlemen 


of landed property, among whom were Sir Garret Dil--. 
lon, Sir Theobald Butler, and John Brown, Eſq. three 
catholic lawyers of great eminence, on the other part. 
This capitulation is called the civil articles of Limerick; 
they are twelve in number, with a kind of poſtſcript, 
ſolely relating to Col. John Brown, and the firſt of hem 
only relates to the Roman catholics (not catholics) of 

Ireland in general, and is confined entirely to certain 


ſtipulations reſpecting the exerciſe of their religion. 


The laſt of theſe articles is in the words following: 


4 Laſtly, the lords juſtices and general do undertake, 


that their majeſty's will ratify theſe articles within the 
ipace of eight months or ſooner, and uſe their utmoſt 
endeavours that the ſame ſhall be ratified and confirm- 
ed in paxliament.“ It is proper here to obſerve, that 
as the king has no power by our conſtitution, to make 


Jaws by his own authority to hind his ſubjects, laws reſ- 


pecting internal government and the E of his 
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kingdom, muſt be enacted by parliament. The king, 

his deputies, or generals, had no power to contract > 
ſolutely with the catholics of this kingdom, his own ſub- 
jets, then in actual rebellion againſt him, for any civil 
privileges or immunities whatſoever; parlament alone 
has the power of making ſuch contracts, and it appears 
by this 12th article, that the able lawyers who conduct- 
ed, this capitulation on the part of the catholics, per- 
feftly well underſtood the conſtitution in this point; 
and they muſt have alſo known, that every law made by 
parliament, is again revocable and repealable by parlia- 
ment at any time, when either the ſame parliament, or 


a ſucceeding one, may think it fit and expedicut to re- 


peal it. 


The crown could not Feifotns any part of theſe givil 
articles, nor could it contract to perform any of 
them, except ſuch part of them as related to the re- 
leaſe or reſtoration of ſuch eſtates as were liable to for-, 
feitures, or had been ſeized or forfeited; on account of 
the rebellion, which became thereby the property of the 

crown ; and fo far, and no farther, could the Crown ra- 
tify the civil articles of Limerick, or Ln them in 
any manner. 


' The cabal drm, as to the reſt of the dis articles; 
fare . expreſsly 

ſhould uſe its — influence to 1 on the parlia- 
ment to ratifiy them; ſuch engagement the crown ful- 
filled with the utmoſt good fa Fan if the crown, 
after exerting its utmoſt i in — with parliament for 


on the condition that the crown - 


the 2 i was unable to prevail on the parliament | 


to rati theſe civil articles in their full extent, as 
Was the caſe, the capitulation of Limerick was in no 
wiſe infringed ; the crown and the rebgl army in Lime- 
rick having only contracted, that as much of theſe arti- 
cles as could be performed by. the crown, and as mu 

as ſhould be afterwards ratified by wenn ſhoald 


be carried i into execution. 


There is not one of theſe civil articles of Limerick 
which ſecures the Eajoyment. 9 the eleQive franchiſe . 
te 
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to the catholics of Ireland, or to any part of them, or 
recognizes in any manner their right to ſuch franchiſe, 
as ſtated in the petition, or even mentions it. Ihe ar- 


ticle on which ſome catholic writers have attempted to 


ground their afferticns, reſpecting rights pretended to. 
be acquired by the articles of Limerick, is the ſecond. 
article. It is in fubſtance as follows: « "That all the in- 
habitants or refidents'of Limerick, or any other garriſon 
then in poſſeſſton of the Irifh, and all officers and ſol- 
diers then in arms under any commiſſion of king James, 
or thoſe authorized by him to grant the fame, in the 
ſeveral counties of Limerick, Corle, Clare, Kerry, and 
Mayo, or any of them, aud all ſuch as are under their pro. 
tection in ſaid caunties; and all commiſſioned officers in 
their majeſty's quarters, belonging to the Iriſh regi - 
ments in being, that were treated with, and were not 
priſoners of war, or had taken protection, who ſhould. 
returh and ſubmit to their majeſty's obedience, their 
and every of their heirs, ſhould hold, poſſeſs, and enjoy, 
all and every of their eſtates of freehold and inheritance, 
and all the rights, titles, and intereſts, privileges, 
and immunities, which they, and every, or any of* 
them, held, enjoyed, or were rightfully and lawfully 


intitled to, in the reign of king Charles the 2nd, or at 


any time ſince, by the laws and ſtatutes that were in 


force in the reign of king Charles the and, diſcharged of 
all arrears of quit and crown rent, incurred ſince. 
58 


Michaelmas, 1688, co the day of the date of the articles; 

provided that no perſon whatſoever ſhould haye or enjoy 
the benefit of that article, who ſhould neglect, or refuſe, 
to fake the oath of allegiance made by act of parlia- 


”— ment in England, in the firſt year of the reign of king 


William and queen Mary, when thereto required.” 


It is now neceſſary to ſee how much of theſe civil arti- 
cles was ratified by parliament; firſt obſerving, that all the 
proteſtants of this kingdom. were highly diſſatisfied with 
the capitulation in general As the catholic troops, who 
had treated them with the greateſt cruelty and ſeverity 
for. three years preceding, were thereby not only ex- 
empted from all puniſhment for their rebellion, but, 
v ere fecured in the poſſeſhon and enjoyment of all their 
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eſtates, without ef the ſmalleſt compenſation to 
the proteſtants for all the ravages they had for three 
years preceding committed on their property. 


On infpection of the "ſtatute of the ninth of William, | 
chapter ad, intitled, An act for the confirmation of arti- 
cles made at the furreader of the city of Limerick, which 
act paſſed in the year 1697 (for n ſooner could the 
_ Iriſh parliament be prevailed on. to ratify any part of 
- thoſe arnicles), it will be found that the Iriſh parliamen 
did not ratify the firſt civil article reſpecting religion, t 
or any part of it; and as to the ſecond article, the par- 
liament ſpecially ratified it in the ſenſe * intendment 
contained in the act ard not otherwiſe, They rejected 
out of their ratification of it the words, and all ſuch 
as are under their protection in the ſaid counties, thereb 
excluding all perſons from the benefit of the ſecond 
article, except the inhabitants of Limerick, and the 
officers and ſoldiers of the Iriſh army, 


To the words, ce all rights, titles, and intereſts, pri- 
ledges,” and immunities,” the parliament added the 
words, to the ſaid 4. of freehold, and inheritance be- 
longing 3 and that" refleration of the. perſons , compriſed 
in 155 ſecond article thus 25 ould only extend, or be 
#onſlrued to extend, to the reſtoring of the ſoid perſons and e- 
very of them, to their ſaid eſtates of freehold and inheritance, 
againſt his majeſty, his heirs, and ſucceſſors, in as large and 
ample manner as they ſbeuld have 7 58 the ſame, had they 
not been guilty of the rebellion afore/aid, and not otherwiſe, 
er in any other manner; * Þy expreally declaring 
that though theſe catholic eſtates were reſtored 
to catholics, freed from any forfeiture to the crown, yet 
that they were to hold them ſubject to ſuch limitations, 
conditions, and reſtrictions, as the parliament of Irelang 
ſhould, from time to time, pleaſe to annex to them. 
The act chen proceeded to ratify others of the civil arti- 
cles, but forme were totally omitted. 


Any palin who has an daga to Ke a \ Full Fe able 
refuration of 0p; uh that the PIETY: of Lime-- 
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rick was infringed, may find it in a pamphlet written by 6 
very learned — of this houſe, Dr. Arthur 8 
one of the repreſentatives of the Univerſity in parlia- 
ment, publiſhed” ſome years ago, and lately re-pub- 
liſhed in this city. I have ſaid enough reſpecting theſe 
articles for my preſent purpoſe now let us examine 
what perſons could become intitled to any benefit under 
the ſecond of © the civil articles of Limerick,—certainly 
only the ſoldiers and officers of the catholic army, and 
the inhabitants of Limerick, or any other garriſon then 
in poſſeſſion of the Iriſh (which were two only, to wit, 
Clare Caſtle and Roſs Caſtle, very ſmall, inſigniſicant 
fortreſſes, in which there could be very few inhabitants 
except the 'garriſons) and this too, on the condition of. 
their returning and ſubmitting to their majeſty's obedi- 
ence, and taking the oath of allegiance, if required. 
I have ſhewn already that nine-tenths of the catholic 
army rejected this condition, went to France, and aban- 
doned their country and eſtateb, and the elective fran- 
chiſe never was guaranteed by this ſecond article, to the 
few catholics who ſtayed in their country, and performed 
the condition contained in the article, by the words of 
the article as ratified by parliament. The words of the 
article are, that they ſhould be reſtored to their eſtates 
of freehold and inheritance, and all the rights, titles, and 
intereſts, privileges and immunities,” to the ſaid eſtates 
belonging, as they held them in the reign of Charles the 
Second; and the act of ratification expreſsly ſtates, that 
this clauſe in the articles is to be conſidered only as 
reſtoring catholics to their eſtates, freed from any im- 
peachment on ſcore of forfeiture to the crown for their 
rebellion ; and therefore it never can be conſtrued ſe, 
as to bar the parliament from cutting off from theſe eſ- 
tates any privileges annexed to them, the exerciſe of 
which, whilſt the eſtates remained in the hands of the 
catholics, would be prejud cial to the ſtate.” 
The words, rights, titles,” and intereſts, privileges, 
aid immun ties, are mere words of conveyance and aſ- 
furance; and frequently uſed in conveyances of eſtates, 
and ſignify nothing more than that the grantee we 
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the conveyance, the full dominion over the eſtate. 
- Beſides, it cannot be argued without manifeſt abſurdity, 
that any privilege annexed to theſe eſtates, very few in 
number, and very inconſiderable, which the handful of ca- 
tholics, who qualified themſelves to take the benefit of the 
artieles, were at the time of the date of the articles entitled 
to, attached to the perſon of the catholic; he poſſeſſed 
any annexed privileges, only in virtue of his poſſeſſion 
of the eſtate, and they expired with his title-to the land. 
Neither can catholies poſſibly claim any privilege, annexed 
dy the articles of Limerick, to the few eſtates which the 
few qualified eatholies then became entitled to under 
theſe articles, as annexed to eſtates, which catholics 


have purchafed-fince the date of the capitulation. 


I truſt I have ſaid enough fully to prove that the 
elective franchiſe was not ſecured to any catholics what- 
ſoever, by the articles of capitulation of the city of Lime- 
riek, in October, -6gr, and never was guaranteed by 
king William and queen Mary, not ratified by paxliament; 
chat the whole ſtate of this buſineſs, as fer forth. in the 
* catholic perition, is a ſtring of continued falſchood;; and 


that a body of people, who in defiance of all public | 


records, can carry to the foot of the throne ſo notorious 
an untruth, and, though petitioners connot conceal their 
atred and animoſity againſt thoſe whom they affect to 
_ Mile their proteſtant brethren, but ſtuff the:y perition with 
+ falſe, rancorous, and malignant libels againſt the pro- 
teſtant government of this kingdom, aſſerting therein 
that the articles of Limerick were infringed, and a di- 
rect breach thereby made of che public faith of the na- 
tion, folerrnly pledged to them, are ſo far from meritin 
any favour from this houſe, as yet, (thank God ) proteſ- 
tant; that this houſe ſhould rather ſeriouſly conſider, 
whether they ought not to re-enact the penal code of 
pery laws, or . part of it, which miſtaken lenity 
*. induced them within theſe few years to repeal, and 
whether the exigency of the times does not now demand 
ſuch conduct from them. 4 | 


I cannot forbear here obſerving the deception of this 
Petition, in its introduction ef the capitulation of yo 
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rick; it dignifies it by the title of a treaty, and ſtates that 
the catholics purchaſed the benefits of this treaty, by 
the valuable conſideration of ſurrendering their arms, 
and a great part of the kingdom. Treaty is generally 
uſed to ſignify an agreement between parties on ſome 
footing of equality with each other, at leaſt reſpecting 
the ſubject matter of the agreement; but the buſineſs 
at Limerick in 1691, was a capitulation agreed to by 
the Engliſh generals, from ill- judged unſcaſonable mercy, 
and with a band of routed traitors, fairly fought down, 

the refuſe of the ſword, incloſed like rats in a trap, in a 

little town, in a corner of the kingdom, from whence 
they had no poſſibility of eſcaping, and in which they 
could make neither effectual nor long reſiſtance ; the 
certain victims of the avenging gibbet, or the ſword 3 
ſuch was the treaty ! | 
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As to the conſideration z the catholic troops at the 
time of the ſurrender, had no fortreſs in the kingdom 
in their hands, except the caſtles of Roſs and Clare, both 
of which could be reduced by two ſix-pounders; and 
the city of Limerick, at that time, battered to pieces 
about their ears; and ſome mountainous tracts of diffi- 
cult acceſs in the ſeveral counties of Cork, Kerry, Limerick, 
Clare and Mayo, occupied by detached parties of catho- 
lic troops, without food, raiment, or ammunition, and 

which might have been cleared of them in a few weeks, 
by a ſmall part of the proteſtant army; ſuch was their 
valuable conſideration, and ſuch the conſiderable part 
of the kingdom they ſurrendered. | | 


The petition next demands the eleCtive franchiſe 
for the catholics as a right, from their unvarying 
loyalty, and dutiful ſubmiſhon to the laws; from their 
ſervice in the. fleets and armies; and their payment of 


As to their loyalty and ſubmiſſion to the laws, I haye 
already ſhewn the falſity of ſuch a pretence; as to their 
ſervice in the fleets and armies, I ſuppoſe ſome of the 
meaneſt and moſt indigent catholics at times do enliſt 
in the armies, and enter in the fleet; from all _—_ 
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truſt and emolument in which, as their petition fates, 
they are excluded; but chen the catholics, both gentle- 


men and yeomen, ſupply, and have heretofore ſupplied. 
the French and Spaniſh armics and fleets with ſoldiers 


arid mariners in a much greater proportion. As to the 


payment of taxes, the catholics of Ireland are fully re- 


compenſed for it, by being very effectually protected by 


juſt and equal laws, both in their perſons and proper- 


ties, without their having any reaſonable demand on the 
ſtate, to inveſt them wuh political power and influence, 
on the ſcore of ſuch payments, heals 


The perition ſtates, that the right of elective franchiſe 
was finally and univerſally taken away from the catholics 
of Ireland, 10 late as the firſt year of his majeſty king 
George the ſecond. This truth is difgraced by a ſup- 
preſſion of part of the truth; for they ſhould have ſtated, 
that it was not the firſt time, nor the ſecond time, that 


the parliament of Ireland attempted, by their acts, to 


difable catholics from voting at elections of members of 
parliament z and ſuch was the avowee diſaffe ctĩon of 
Iriſh catholics to the ſucceſſion of the houſe of Brunſ- 


wick to the throne,” as ſettled by the Engliſh act, en- 


titled, An act for the further limitation of the crown, 


and better ſecuring the rights and liberties: of the ſub- 


je,” for many years after the revolution, that the Iriſh 
parliament, in the ſecond year of queen Anne, 1703, 
thought the obliging of catholics to take the oaths of al- 
legiance and abjuration prior to their being allowed 
to vote for members of parliament, was a ſufficient bar 
to their voting on ſuch occaſions; and accordingly it 


was enacted by the act of 2d Ann. chap. 6th, ſec. 24, 


as follows; “ And for preventing papiſts having it in 
their power to breed difſention amongſt proteſtants, by 
voting at elections of members of parliament, be it en- 


ated, that from and after the 24th day of March, 1703, | 
no freeholder, . burgeſs, freeman, or inhabitant - of this 


kingdom, being a papiſt, or profeſſing the popiſſi reli- 


gion, ſhall at any time hereafter be capable of giving his 
or their vote, for electing of knights of any ſhires, or 
counties, within this kingdom; or citizens or bur geſſes 


lendar months before the day of election, and that if 


obtained frecholds and eſtates of inheritance before the 


P on elections. 


| ones! 25 to erect the barrier againſt their votes, which 


Freehold or inheritable eſtates was very ſmall, and they 


[@3 


to ſerve in in any ſucceeding parliament, WIE firſt 
repairing to the general quarter ſeſſions of the peace, to 

be holden for the counties, cities, or boroughs, -: to 
in ſuch papiſts do inhabit and dwell, and there volunta- 
rily taking the oath of allegiance, and alſo the oath of 
abjuration, and obtaining a certificate thereof from the 
Slap of the peace. | 


Again, in the ſecond year of George the firſt, Chap. 
19, ſec. 7. it was enacted, © That no papiſt ſhoyld vote 
at any election for members af parliament, without hav- 
ing taken the oaths of allegiance and abjuration, fix ca- 


he did, he ſhould forfeit one hundred poundyg'on convic- 
tion, half to the informer, half ro the king.” 


As all the catholics of Ireland, who were of age able 
to take arms, had engaged in the rebellion, in the years 
1089, 1690, and 1691, the eſtates of almoſt all the ca- 
tholics of Ireland, except the few who qualified them- 
ſelves to take the benefit of the capitulation of Limerick, 
became forfeited by that rebellion, and were granted to 
proteſtants; ſo that af ex the final reduction of the Iriſh 
ou in 1691, the number of catholics who enjoyed 


were excluded by the laws from all corporations; hence 
the number of catholics qualified from their property 
5 vote for members of parliament, was at the time of 
e pacification of this kingdom, arter the revolution, ſo 
yery inſignificant, that they could give no alarm to, nor 
excite the attention of the legiſlature 3 but the caſe be- 
gan to alter in proceſs. of time, and many catholics had 


fecond of Anne, and became troubleſome to proteſtants 


- The legiſtature therefore, 1 the ſeeond of <a. 


have already mentioned. This barrier was ſtrength- 
ened by the act of the ſecond of George the farſt ; but 


1 ambition by co 25 orerpowering their religious 
* 


? 


* 

rrinciples, and inducing them to take almoſt any oaths, 
ather than be excluded from political power, the Iriſh 
arliament, in the firſt year of George the ſecond, found 
t abſolutely neceſſary, for the preſervation of the pro- 
teſtant eſtabliſhment in ehurch and ſtate, utterly to in- 
capacitate all catholics from voting at the election of 
any, members to ſerve in parliament ; which act, in that 


- 
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particular, has been ſtrengthened and confirmed by every 
20 of parliament er, to regulate the elections of | 
members to ſerve in parliawent. ö 3 


f Having thus expoſed to this houſe the notorious falſe- 
hoods and miſrepreſentations contained in this petition \ 
pretending to exhibit the prefent ſtate of the catholics in | 

* 


n 


his kingdom; but being really a falſe and libellous com- 
plaint to the king againſt the parliament and government 
of this this kingdom, for a century paſt ; the principal | 
contrivers and compilers of- which, are well known in { 
this city to be perſons of the moſt obſcure parentage and | 
meanelt . who have accumulated wealth, partly - oa 
by the moſt infamous means, and partly by the indulg- 
ence of our conſtitution, admirably adapted to encourage 
the exertions, and preſerve the acquilitions {of induſtry | 
to every ſubject; perſons who have abandoned all pre- | 
tenſions to character, and whoſe impudence renders them | i 
proof againſt the aſſaults of ſcorn and diſgrace, the furies | 
which conſtantly haunt the libeller and the Har; I ſhall - /| 
now lay before the houſe what the real ſtate of the Ro- 
man carholic ſubje cts of this kingdom is. Ll 


It is very plain ſrom what I have already ſtated, tha 
the laws as the now itand, ſecure to them the fulleſt and 
molt perfect enjoyment of their religion, liberty, and 
property, both real and perſonal, together with the com- 
pleateſt powers of acquiſition ; they are deprived of no 
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advantages enjoyed by proteſt ants, except of politi | | 1 
SY wer, which if we ſhall be fo mad as to give to 9 
ich e preſent frame of this government muſt be thereby 
the 2 and the ſtate uprooted from its deepeſt foun- 


— 
* 


5 F 9 "© 4 4 
oy 9 s 
* 1 1 Fo p . , F 
— — 
* row? % gre — 1. * 9 > 


[44 ) 


In reſpect to their excluſion from all paces of truſt 
and emolument, civil and military, and 


diſſenters” of all denominations in England; Roman ca- 
tholics are excluded from degrees in the Engliſh as well 


as in the Iriſh univerſities; they are equally prohibited 


in England from endowing ſchools for the education of 
their youth, as in Ireland; but in both countries they 
may eſtabliſh as many ſchools as they pleaſe for the edu» 


cation of their youth. 


8 


Catholics in Ireland are prohibited from keeping arms; 


no ſuch prohibition is in England; but every Iriſh ca - 


tholic of -any rank above the mere working artizan or 
peaſant may obtain a licenſe to keep and carry arms, at 
the expence of one ſhilling, if he thinks fit to apply for 
it; and that the laws prohibiting the catholics from the 
uſe of arms have not been put into execution in Ireland 


except in times of public commotion, is evident, as 


thouſands of Iriſh catholics carried arms during the ſea- 
fon of volunteering, without having procured any li- 
cenſe whatever. f believe catholics may vote at the 
election of county repreſentatives in England, and 
ſerve on grand juries, but certainly they are excluded 
from voting for repreſentatives for boroughs, becauſe they 
are excluded from co: porations. - * hw ET OLI 


The only difference then in the ſituation of catholics 
in England, and in Ireland, is, that catholics in Ireland 


may be deprived” of arms, unleſs they obtain licenſes 


for uſing them; that they are excluded from being 


members of grand juries, unleſs there ſhall be a defi- 


ciency of proteſtant gentlemen of rank to compoſe them 


and in a few cafes they may, on challenge, be excluded 


from petit juries 3” and that they are incapable of vot- 


ing on elections of county repreſentatives” in parlia- 


1 ment. ; "Bb 6) | 
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Whbence has this difference naturally ariſen? from 
the difference of the cireumſtances and ſituations of the 
two countries. The catholics in England do not amount 


to one, in one hundred, of the whole nation; they 5 
| gar 


rom corpora- 
tions, the Iriſh cathvlics are on the ſame footing with 
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card all other Engliſhmen as their countrymen, and do 


not claim all, or any of the lan led eſtates. of England, 


as their natural birthrights, except ſuch as they ate 


themſelves lawtully poſſeſſed of; they have not been ſub- - 


dued by their proteſtant countrymen, after a ſeries of 


the molt bloody conteſts, in three ſucceſſiye deſolating 
wars, nor do they entertain any animoſity againſt them 


on the ſcore of mutual ſlaughter and confiſcations. In 


all theſe particulars the circumſtances and ſituation of Ire- 
land -are_direRly. the reverſe. | „ | 


To, take the proportion of catholics and proteſtants in 
Ireland from the petition, the Iriſh catholics exceed the 
proteſtants in the proportion of three to one. The Iriſh 


catholies have been ſubdued in three great rebellions ſince 


* 


the commencement of the reign of queen Elizabeth, by 
Engliſh proteſtant armies, and the lands and eſtates of 


the rebels divided amongſt the ſoldiers of the conquering 


troops z. the: deſcendants of which ſoldiers, compoſe at 


this day the wholz, or infinitely the greater part, of the 
proteſtants cf this country. The firſt great diviſion of 
landed property in this kingdom, was made by king 
James the firſt, who ſucceeded Elizabeth, amongſt his 
Engliſh and - Scottiſh ſubjects, out of the forfeitures of 


the rebels who adhered to the earl of Tyrone, whoſe re- 
bellion was not ſuppreſſed till the cloſe of the reign of 


Elizabeth. 


The ſecond great diviſion was made amongſt the Eng- 
liſh ſoldiers who ſerved under Cromwell, when he had 


compleatly ſubdued the Iriſh catholics, out of the for- 
feitures of the rebels, who commenced that atrocious 


rebellion againſt king Charles the firſt, in which they 
maſſacred many thouſands of innocent proteſtants, men, 
women, and children, in cold blood. The diviſion then 
made, was in the reign of king Charles the ſecond, 
legally confirmed by the acts of ſettlement and expla- 


nation. 


* 


The third great divißon of landed property in Ireland 


amongſt proteſtants, was made in the reign of king Wil- 
liam and queen Mary, out of the forfeitures of Iriſh 
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Eitholics; on account of the rebellion which was finally 
quelled in 1691. There is ſcarce a title of a proteſtant 
noble man or gentleman in this kingdom to his eſtate, 
which is not derived either mediateſy, or neee 


from the grants of Elizabeth, of William and e 
under the atts of ſettlement 420 explanation. 


The Iriſh catholies to a man eſteem all beladen, 
as uſurpers of their eſtates 3 they, to this day, ſettle 
thefe eſtates on the marriages of their ſons and daugh- 


ters ; they have accurate maps of them; they publiſned 


in Dublin within theſe ten Years, à map of the kingdom, 
cantoned out amongſt the old Triſh proprietors ; they 
book for political power only to able m to aſſert 
their claims with effect, which they will do if ever- they 
have power, not by tedious forms of law, but acts of 
' parliament, or the ſword'y they abhor all roteſtants, 
and all Englithmen, as phanderers and oppt ; exclus 
five of their deteſtation of them on a religious account; 
no nation on earth being more wedded to the Romiſh ſu- 
ber than the generality of the Iriſh catholies : they 
e but one term in their gage to ſignify. both pro- 
teſtant dad agi nin; to Wit. . e 


If then the Darhament of this kingdom ein ever *. 
ſo infatuated as to put the Iriſn catholic on the fame 
footing of civil privileges with the Engliſh catholic, or 


on a better; and if the Engliſh nation ſhall ever coun- 


tenance ſuch a frenzy, the direct and immediate conſe- 
quence (excluſive of the utter ruin of all the Iriſh pro- 


| teſtants) muſt be, either that this kingdom will be for 


ever ſevered from the Britiſh empire, or that it muſt be 
again conquered by a "Britiſh army; for in truth the 
proteſtants in Ireland are but a Britiſh garriſon in an 
enemy's country, and if entirely deſerted by the parent 
- ſtare, muſt ſurrender at "diſcretion, though with a 
Weine den, * are ru 5 to mo ** com 


enemy. 
The two — which the catholics chiefly = 


plain of being ar roo. of, as welt in the kind Aer 
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iTued by Edward Byrne (a * retail grocer in this 
city, and their chief deputy to his majeſty) for ſummon- 
ing their convention, as in their petition, and which 
they in a manner demand, are, the privilege that ca- 
tholics ſhall be ſummoned on grand juries equally with 
proteſtants z and that they ſhall obtain the elective fran- 
chiſe, or be rendered capable of voting at the rev 

of repreſentatives 1 in parliament. | 


Whoever enterſtande the important powers, reſpeQt- 
ing the due adminiſtration of juſtice, and the mainte- 
nance of our conſtitution in church and ſtate, veſted in 
grand juries, will be convinced that it would be very 
unſafe. to permit ſuch bodies, either in the whole or 
in part, to be compoſed. of catholics; and if the elective 
franchiſe ſhall be granted to catholic freeholders in coun- 
ties, without taking boroughs into conſideration, fee 
from their own ſtatement what the — muſt 
be, they exceed the proteſtants in every county in the 
kingdom; for though the proteſtant diſſenters are pretty 
numerous in four counties in the North of Ireland, yet 
even in theſe four counties the catholies exceed them 
in number; they compoſe the great maſs of the te- 
2 in, Heal the kingdom. 


Gentlemen of landed eſtates, though proteſtant, 


will be ſo far blinded to their-true-intereſts, by their 


ambition to have numbers of #reeholders l 
voting on their eſtates, that they will directly change 
all the tenures for terms of years of their popiſh te- 


nants into tenancies for lives; as catholics are now 


alſo entitled to purchaſe lande in fee, they will turn 
all the renures under them into tenures for lives; thus, 
from che ſuperior n ef 1 there will be 
„„ in eve a ſwarm of catholic 
— ſhilling freeholders ; rs though catholic free- 
$ wh have freeholds of twenty pounds yearly 
value or above, ſhould be the only 2 freehold- 
ers, to whom the elective franchiſe ſhould be extend- 


ed in this ſeſſion; yet, if the 32 of the excel u- 
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we ſhall find they will ſoon claim and obtain the elecs 
tive franchiſe, for their forty ſhilling freeholders, and 
to be put on an equal footing in that reſpect with pro- 
teſtants. | "pe | e 


* 
= 


Once make a breach in the rampart, and retrench- 
ments will be found inſufficient defences. Such of 
them as hold their tenures under proteſtant landlords, 
will revolt from them, aud abandon their intereſt on the 
firſt election, if they ſhall be informed by their prieſts, 
that their landlords intereſt militates againſt the political 
intereſt of their ſect ; within a very few years, by their 
numbers, they will out-vote the proteſtant ſreehe ld rs 
in every county in the kingdom, except two or three, 
where the proteſtant intereſt may perhaps prevail for a 
a few years longer, and they will certainly return ſuch 
repreſentatives to parliament, as they ſhall think moſt 
favorable to the catholic intereſt. 


There is another circumſtance too, which renders the 
extenhowof the elective franchiſe to catholic frecholders 


ſtill more dangerous, and that is the ſcheme of reform, 


which is now obtruded on this nation with more than 
common induſtry, by the miniſters and ſervants. of the 
rump, of a diſgraced and reprobated Engliſh faction ; 
whoſe, endeavours in Great Britain, to plunge their 
country into the - rebellion and | anarchy of the French 
aſſaſſins, have been lately defeated by the activity of the 
Britiſh miniſtry, and good ſenſe of the nation. Two 
plans of reform of the repreſentation of the people in 
parliament, are ſuggeſted; the one is, the disfranchiſe-, 
ment at once of all the boroughs, the diſſolution of 
corporations, and the increaſe of the numbers of repre- 
ſentatives for counties, and a few large cities, and towns. 
The other is, the disfranchiſement of all decayed bo- 
roughs; that i, thoſe boroughs, in whieh few or no 
inhabitants are left, and the opening of all other bo- 
roughs, by giving all the frecholders who live within 
a certain diſtance of them, a right to vote at the electi- 
ons of repreſentatives of theſe borougl s. It is evident 
that in either caſe, the extenſion of the 3 

| 85 chiſe 
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chiſe to catholic freeholders, will enable them to feturit - 
repreſentatives in parliament, for all or moſt of the 
counties ant boroughs in the kingdom; when no mem- 
bers of the houſe of commons in Ireland {hall be re- 
turned, but ſuch as are devoted to the catholic intereſt 3 


it is eaſy to foreſee that all laws excluding catholics er 
ſitting in parliament will be repealed, and that we ſha 

have a catholic houſe of commons; the grant of the 
elective franchiſe to catholic freeholders, will make it the 

direct intereſt of the whole catholic body to puſh on, © 
either the one or the other mode of reform, with al 
their power; the deſtruCtion of the proteſtant conſtitu- 
tion in church and ſtate, will be the certain and ſucceſs 
ful effort of a catholic houſe of commons; and wherrthe- 
government of this country becomes catholic, the peb- 
ple of Ireland will be immediately taught, that it is 
at leaſt as great an abſurdity in politics (if not a greater) 
to have a proteſtant _ over a popiſh nation, as it was 
thought by the people of England in the reign of king 

James II. to have a popiſh king over a proteſtant nation z 
and as the houſe of Stuart may now be ſaid to be ex- 
tint, the catholics will attempt to form a republic in 
Ireland, independent of Great Britain, to which their 
connexion with the leyelling republican mobs of Belfaſt 
and Derry, and with the levelling faction of Great Bri- 
tain, and their plans of reſumption of the eſtates now © ' 
in the hands of proteſtants, will alſo very ſtrongly in- 
cline them: and as this nation is not able of Feel to 

cope with Great Britain, the Iriſh catholics will again 
invoke the aſſiſtance of France, which, though nowa 
diſtracted nation; is yet 4 great and powerful one; and 
thus will Ireland, as during the revolution war, become 
a field of battle for Great Britain and France; and be 
again deſblated. Let the lite af ſuch a conteft be what 
it may, I am juftiffed' ih declaring, that if the Britim 

miniſters (as has been pretty roundly aferted in this 
houſe) favour the. preſent claims and defigns of the Iriſh 
catholies, they ate either ignorant of the preſent ſtate of 
this country, and too ſhort fighted and ill informed, to 
diſcern the true intereſt of Great Britain; or baſe enough 
(which I ſincerely hope * not the caſe) to betray it — 
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this I will venture to affirm, that if Great Britain ſhall 
ſuffer this country to be for ever torn from the Britiſh 
empire, and to become dependant upon, or annexed to 
France, as one of its departments, ſhe will not long ſup- 
port her own conſequence in Europe, or even indepen- 
dence ; the French, with the port of Breſt at one ſide 
of the channel, and the noble ports of Corke, Kinſale, 
and the Shannon's mouth at the other, with Iriſh proviſi- 
ons to victual, and Iriſh mariners to man, their fleets ; 
will ſoon become an overmatch at ſea for Great Britain; 
und may then waft over her almoſt innumerable. armies, 
to make a total conqueſt of the Britiſh iſlands. I will 
alſo tell Britiſh miniſters another truth, that, they, are 
greatly deceived, if they have been induced to believe, 
that an Iriſh catholic is, ever was, or ever will be, a 
faithful, loyal ſubject of a Britiſh proteſtant king, or a 
proteſtant government. | 


I will now treſpaſs a little longer on the houſe, to ex- 
amine whether the preſent conduct of the Roman eatho- 
lics intitles them to any favour from this houſe. Edward 
Byrne, a man not long ſince a retail grocer in this city, 
thinks fit to ſend circular letters to all the Romiſh prieſts 
in this kingdom, ſtating, that the Iriſh catholics laboured 
under great grievances, in being excluded from the bene- 
fit of trials by juries (a baſe untruth) and from the elec- 
tive franchiſe ; and direCting them to give notice in their 
reſpective chapels, of elections to be held therein, of 


*I ' proper here to inſert a tranſlation of an extract 
from the cath taken by all the Roman catholic biſhops at their 


1 will ah and aid the peper of Rome to retain and d 
fend the Roman papacy, and the royalties of Saint Peter, 
egainft all W the rights af my own order. 


« 7 will take care to preſerve, defend, increaſe, and pro- 
mote, the rights, honours, privileges, and authority, of 
the holy Roman church, of our lord the pepe, and his Jucceſ= 
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delegates from every Romiſh congregation, to meet in 
ſome certain place in each county, for the purpoſe of 
electing a delegate or delegates to repair to Dublin, and 
there aſſociate themſelves, with a number of perſons, 
{tiling themſelves a catholic committee; and form a con- 
vention ; to conſider of a proper method to free the 
whole body of Irith e from theſe pretended 


grievances. -The- mandates of this catholic quendum 
grocer are executed by all the Romiſh prieſts throughout 


the kingdom, with great punctuality ; and delegates to 
attend and form this convention, are regularly elected; 
the ſame mode of election being preciſely purſyed, with 
that adopted for the election of the convencion of French 
aſſaſſins. A convention of Iriſh catholics, thus elected, 


meet publicly in Dublin, they conſult and deliberate 


together many days in a private manner, excluding all 
opte from their debates, their meeting being public, 
855 their conſultations private; and in the end they com- 
ole, and produce a moſt malevolent, rancorous, and 
Falſe libel againſt the proteſtarit government of Ireland, 
which libel they addreſs and ſend to his majeſty, under 
the form of a petition, by certain perſons Nur de- 
puted for that purpoſe, at the head of which deputation 
is the grocer, who iſſued the writs for the election of 
the aſſembly; and they afterwards diſperſe chis libel, 
printed and publiſhed by their avowed authority, through- 
out the nation, for the purpoſe of inflaming catholics of 
all ranks to ſedition and rebellion againſt the government. 
1 heſitate not, as a lawyer, to declare ſuch proceedings 


unconſtitutional and illegal, and ſuch convention an un- 
conſtitutional and illegal afſembly ; and that the inem- 


bers of it are liable to indictments and informations for 
ſuch conduct, and ro heavy puniſhments when con- 
vi te d, 125 WY « 


The catholics of | the lower ranks, are at this moment 
aſſembled in large bodies, with arms in their hands, 


breaking into, robbing and burning, the houſes of the 


er proteſtant inhabitants of the counties of 


uth, Monaghan, Cavan, and Meath, and even in the 


eounty of Dublin; making public declarations, out 
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they will not ſuffer any proteſtant to reſide within theſe 
counties, or in the kingdom; and the contagion is 
ſpreading through the nation. So that if the army, 
conſiſting of Engliſh proteſtants, had not given ſome 
check to their , we may reaſonabl Tappoſe we 
_ ſhould, by this time, ſee the habitations of all proteſ- 

tants in the kingdom in flames; and their perſons but- 
chered, as in the year 1641; this inſurrection of the 
catholics being ſo ſudden and unexpected. And every 
man of ſenſe knows, that the inſurrections of the vulgar, 
if continued for a length of time, are always privately 
encouraged and ſupported by perſons of better rank, who 
conceal themſelves, till the ſucceſs.of the inferior ruffi- 
ans induce them openly. to avow their miſchievous de- 
figns ; ſuch are the preſent merits of the catholic body. 
Do they intitle them to an extenſion and addition of 
priviliges ? Is this a time for delivering the whole politi- 
cal power of the ſtate into their hands ? Common ſenſe 
| revolts at the frantic propoſition, ſelf-preſervation, ang 
the experience of ages, loudly call on all proteſtants to 
condemn it with every mark of reprobation. 


Py 


I cannot cloſe, without making ſome animadverſions 
on what fell from a few, thank heaven! a very few 
members of this houſe, relative to the preſent queſtion, 
on the night the addreſs to his majeſty, in e 
of the ſpeech of the lord lieutenant, was agreed to by 
this houſe. On the diſcovery, and conſequent publica- 
tion of the writs of Edward Byrne, for ſummoning a ca- 
tholic convention to meet in Dublin, {op they were acci- 
dentally diſcovered) the prateſtants of this ry very 
properly took the alarm; the proteſtant gentry of ſeve+ 
ral counties, as well as the inhabitants and members of 
ſeveral cities, boroughs, and towns corporate, through- 
out the nation, aſſembled and entered into reſolutions, 
expreſhve of their indi nation againſt the deſign of Ed- 
ward Byrne, contained in his writs, as nothing leſs than 
a ſcheme of a conſpiracy, to raiſe and excite a popiſſi 
rebellion in this country, which in truth it is. 
The grand juries of almoſt all the counties iy; the 
kingdom, aſſembled at the ſummer aſlizes in the year 
2 | | | | 179 2, 


4 1094 w 4 — — 4 * e - — ren An ey hs 4 <9” 4 # 
. r a 


. I lt A. ana Sor hate 


3, 


F >, 


% 0 


dy 


et 


1792, and conſiſting of the principal proteſtant gentle- 
5 ef theſe counties, expreſſed by their reſolutions, 


the ſame reſentment againſt; and the ' fame opinions of 


the writs of Edward Byrne; and their determination to 
ſupport with their lives and fortunes the proteſtant aſ- 
cendaucy in Ireland. The corporation of the city of 
Dublin, the moſt ancient, reſpectable, and numerous 
corporate body in this kingdom, met in a poſt afſembly 
in September 1792, and without a diſſentient voice, 
drew up a letter to be ſent to all corporations, il 
trates, and members of both houſes of parliament in Ire- 
land: This letter in a very clear, conciſe, and nervous 
ſtyle, expreſſed the decided diſapprobation of this the 
firſt corporation in the kingdom, of the writs of Ed - 
ward Byrne, and of the claims of Iriſh catholics to any 
other privileges or advantages, than thoſe which they 


then enjoyed. It ſtated, chat the Iriſn catholics dught 


to be contented with what they then enjoyed; that is, 
« the moſt perſect toleration of their religion, the ful 
jeſt ſecurity of their property, and the moſt compleat 
perſonal liberty; and that they ought not now, or here- 
after, to-attempt any interference in the rnment of 
the kingdom, as tuch interference would be incompati- 
ble with the proteſtant aſcendaney, which the members 
of the corporation declared themſelves reſolved, with 
theit lives and fortunes to maintain.“ And then the let- 
ter defined the preciſe meaning of the words, Fe, 
W in the following terms: 


A PROTESTANT-KING OP IRELAND, | 
A PROTESTANT PARLIAMENT, ' 
A PROTESTANT HIERARCHY, | 
PROTESTANT ELEC ORS and GOVERNMENT, 
The BENCHES or JUSTICE, 
The ARMY axp TRE REVENUE, 
THROUGH ALL THEIR BRANCHES AND Derails, 
PROTESTANT; | 
AxD THIS SYSTEM SUPPORTED. BY A Connection wrrn 
| THE ProTESTANT REALM of Great BRITAIN. > 


In this definition of the meaning of the words protef- 
Lane: eee, the W ny Dublin adhered ſcru- 
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counties, were the proteſtant gentry of the firſt rank, 


= FC 54 3 
La nou her laws of the land ; theſe laws confined the 
joyment of all the enumerated offices to proteſtants 
only. On the night the addreſs to his majeſty was a» 
greed to, the few gentlemen I haye already ſpoken of, 
without any apparent incitement, and without any refe- 
nce to the ſubject, then rather diſcourſed af, than de- 
ted z but merely, as I conjecture, to ſhew their inten · 
tion, ta ſup any innovation which might be at- 
tempted in the conſtituion in the courſe of this ſe ſſion 
and their contempt of the opinions of the great bulk 
the proteſtant gentry in this kingdom, broke out into the 
—_— extravagant invectives againſt the grand jvries of the 
kingdom, and their reſolutions; that is, agalnſt the firſt 
proteſtant gentlemen in rank, character, and property 
in this nation, and many of them members of this 
houſe ; and their opinions, and againſt the corporation 
of the city of Dublin z the conduct of which, in pub, 
licking the letter 1 have mentioned, was not only repro- 
bated. in the ſevereſt terms, but mockery and derifion 
were added to abuſe; not with much Lede indeed, 
for the principal mocker on that occaſion, like General 


Paoli (as is recorded by his illuſtrious biographer, Mr. 


Boſwell) never laughs; indeed he cannot, the muſcles 
of his countenance cannot be relaxed to a laugh, they 
have been moulded to expreſs the ſerious operations of 
his mind, which never deviate into the puerilities of 
mirth and humaulr. . | 


— 


* 


It was alſo aſſerted publicly in this houſe, that the 
grand e of the ſeveral counties in this kingdom, at 
the laſt ſummer aſſizes, were packed by the ſeveral ſhe- 
viffs, by the procurement of goverument; and that ju» 
ries ſo packed, were ſolicited on the part of government, 
to enter into reſolutions unſavourable to the preſent pre- 
tentions of catholics. 5 1 TOY 1 


Whatever information the gentlemen who made theſe 
aſſertions in this houſe, have had, to ground ſuch an ac- 
cuſation on, I am certain it was falſe information. Firſt, 
as to packing grand juries, it muſt be falſe, becauſe the 
gentlemen who compoſed the grand jyries in the ſeveral 


„ Yi ME 
as to character, and property, in their reſpectire coun- 
ties; 2ndly,. as to influence of government being uſed 
to procure them to enter into reſolutions expre of 
their diſapprobation of the catholic claims, 1 have it in 
my power to deny the truth of it, becauſe I know two 
particular counties in which the influence of men high 
in ſtation, and firmly connected with the preſent admi- 
niſtration, was exerted to prevent, as much as poſſible, 
the grand juries of theſe two, counties from entering in- 
to any reſolutions expreſſing their opinions of the claims 
of catholics. The letter publiſhed by the corporation of 
the city of Dublin, as little merited the reflections 
thrown upon it by theſe gentlemen, as the reſolutions 
of the grand juries. It is a letter, which the patriotiſm, 
and goodfenſe it exhibits, together with the clear ner- 
vous, ſtile in which it is written, excluſive of the reſ- 
pect due to the compoſers, the firſt, moſt ancient, moſt 
numerous, moſt wealthy, and unqueſtionably loyal, cor- 
poration in this kingdom, ought to have protected, at 
leaſt from the attacks of contempt and derifion, 


: . 
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I felt no inclination to laugh at that powerful witti- 


r. ciſm played off againſt the letter, by the queſtion, I it hl 

es neceſſary for the ſupport of the proteflant intergſi that an exciſe- 17 

A man ſhould be a proteſtant? J envy not ſuch wit, nor can 1 - 
ot i laugh at it; though, thank God, I can laugh upon occa- 

of ſion. I confeſs indeed, I was vexed to the heart | | 
. to hear the miniſter in this houſe, by way of clearing [ 

. himſelf from the accuſation, of having exerted influence | 10 

he with the corporation of Dublin, to induce them to pub- 

* liſh this letter, declare his diſapprobation of the letter, 

= as I then thought, and ſtill think, that every perſon, 

7 4 who has the true intereſt of his majeſty and of this king- 

nt, dom at heart, and thoroughly underſtands it, ought, - 


FC» 


not only to have approved of the ſentiments contained in 
it, but to have gloried in them; and J felt at once the | 
ſenſations of the moſt poignant pain, and glowing indig- 
nation, to ſee the corporation of the city of Dublin, the 
capital of the kingdom, and the ſecond city in his ma- 
jeſty's dominions, publicly ſacrificed at the altar of po- 
pery 3 and the proe/fant aſcendancy dragged forth, like 
Sampſon, to make ſport for the Philiſtines. 
| As 
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ous inconſiſtency, of political conduct; and what was 


ſcription, and printed at their own expence, twenty 


corporated with this ſociety, and ſeveral feditious pub- 


tions againſt ſeveral publiſhers of theſe productions; and 
this new ſociety became as - unpopular, and as 


| eccafion, and amounted to about one hundred perſons, 


As the gentlemen I have alluded to, have held it 
heretofore as a maxim, that repreſentatives were bound 


d purſue the inſtructions of their conſtituents, the con- 
5 aud ſevere treatment the letter of the city of 
hn 


ad met with, from one of its repreſentatives in 
parliament, ſuggeſted to theſe gentlemen the neceſſity of 
ſome expedient, to veil as much as poſſible this notori. 


the expedient reſorted to? Sometime ago a ſociety had 
been formed in this city, which ſtiled itſelf, the igs 
of the Capital; it was not compoſed of the moſt reſpec- 
table citiaens; the conduct of this ſociety, and the de- 
ſign of its inſtitution, may be collected from the follow 
ing anecdote. The Whigs of the Capital raiſed a ſubs 


thouſand copies of Mr. Thomas Paine's works, which 
they diſtributed through the nation partly gratis, and. 
partly at the low price of one penny; this they ſtiled 
« difſeminating political knowledge. 


The good ſenſe of the nation ſoon diſcovered itſelf,. by 
very general expreſſions of diſapprobation of the conduct 
of the Whigs of the capital, and finding the tide running 
pretty ſtrongly againſt them, they changed their courſe, 
abandoned the title of Whi; s of the Capital, and having 
procured ſome gentlemen of more conſideration than 
themſelves to join them, they formed a new club, under 
the title of * the Society of Uni ed Iriſnmen. The lea- 
ven however of the Whigs of the Capital, remained in- 


lications having appeared, as their literary productions, 
his majeſty's attorney general thought fit to file informa- 


much 


reprobated, as the Whigs of the Capital. 


One of the ſheriffs of the city, however, was pre- 
vailed upon to afſemble this ſociety in a coffee-houſe in 
this city; and to give them a new name; by ſtiling tnem 
an Aggragate Meeting of the freemen and freehclders of 
the city of Dublin; the whole faction aſſembled on this 


ſeveral 
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ſeveral of them of very mean condition, and more than 
one half of them Roman catholics. A ſtring of reſolu- 
tions was then preſented to this aſſembly, which they 


readily agreed to; ſome of which reſolutions relating td 
Roman catholics, are directly contrary to the ſentiments 


contained in the letter publiſhed by the city of Dublin. 
Such aggregate meeting has been publicly declared in 


parliament, to be the city of Dublin; and their reſolu- 


tions, the reſolutions of the city of Dublin ; but ſuch 


political legerdemain is too clumſily performed to im- 


poſe even on the moſt inattentive obſerver. The changes 


in the ſociety I have mentioned, put me in mind of the 
transformations frequent in the inſect tribe; firſt an 


aurelia, then a grub, andiffjjen a butterſly. 


I cannot#orbear from 
ons on the patfiamentary 


uCt of the gentlemen I 


have been ſpeaking of, on this occaſion ; they tell us 


(on what authority I know not) that the Engliſh miniſter 
has declared his ſovereign will and pleaſure, that the 
Iriſh parliament ſhould grant every privilege to the ca- 
tholics of this kingdom, they thall pleaſe to demand, 
and that therefore we muſt comply. And they declare 
themſelves ready to ſecond ſuch views of the Engliſh 


miniſter. What conſiſtency of parliamentary conduct 


do theſe gentlemen diſplay ? They have been declaim- 
ing for a ſeries of years, againſt the influence of the En- 
glith miniſtry in this houſe, and now they openly tell us, 


that we mult obey the dictates of the Englith miniſter z 


and that they are ready to obey them themſelves, even 
to the ruin of the nation; they tell us, with the utmoſt 
exultation and triumph, that the Engliſh miniſter has 


abandoned the ſupport of the proteſtant intereſt in Ire- 


land, and is determined to exalt popery on its ruins. 


—ç . « ” 


If the caſe be ſo, which I confeſs I do not believe, we 


have procured the enmity of the Engliſh miniſtry, by 


the ,machinations ot theſe gentlemen themſelves, and 


the ſyſtem of politics, which their fatal oratory has 
perſuaded this nation to adopt, for a ſeries of years laſt 


paſt, , - 
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.  __  ,any; time. fince the beginning of the reign of king 
| | dealt out to us by retail, all the 
motions 9 to ſeparate and divide this kingdom for 
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the proteſtants of this country in the year 1641, in the 
- Iriſh houſes of lords and commons. They actually in- 
EE - duced this parliament to enact into laws, ſome of the 
| acts of the popiſh convention, afſembled in this city by 
| king James the ſecond, after his abdication, and tiled 
by him a parliament; and they have propoſed others of 
them to this houſe, as proper to be enacted; which if 
enacted, would root all the proteſtant clergy out of this 
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| kingdom. In theſe laſt, they have as yet miſcarried, and 
if 5 conſtantly complain of the miſcarriage in their liſt of 
; 5 grievances, recited with great ſolemnity and exactneſs, 
Ts = at the beginning of every ſeſſion. 1 55 
15 : If then, theſe gentlemen are patriots ſo were lord 
of Mlacguire, and fir Phelim OfNeil, and ſo were the 


F members of the popiſh convention, aſſembled by king 
1 James, all whoſe acts were annulled, and their pro- 
. ceedings ordered to be burned, by the Iriſh act of the 
3 ith of William, chap. the 3d, part of which I ſhall re- 
[1 dite to you, to ſhew what the opinion of your forefathers 
ö Was, of this convention and their acts. It ſtates, « that 
no parliament can be holden in this kingdom, but by 
and under the authority of the king of England; becauſe 
the kingdom of Ireland is inſeparably annexed, united, 
s 8 and belonging, to the imperial crown of England; . 


WH co 
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i | 
facto, king of Ireland. It ſtates, that ſeveral perſons ha 
aſſembled in Dublin, by the authority of the late king 
James the ſecond, and that they pretended to be, and 
called themfelves by the name of a parliament; and paſſed 
ſcveral pretended acts and ſtatutes, all which pretended 
acts were formed and deſigned, in manifeſt oppoſition 
to the ſovereignty of the crown of England, and for the 
utter deſtruction of the proteſtant intereſt in this king- 
dom; and it enacts, that this convention was an unlaw- 
ful and rebellious aſſembly, and that all its acts and pro- 
ceedings ſhould be void, eraſed out of the journals, and 
burned.” 


Let me juſt {top here to contemplate the different fates _ 
of patriots in different ages. The Iriſh patriots, lord 
Macguire, Sir Phelim O'Neil, and their adherents, pe- 


the * riſhed on the gibbet; the members of the conyention in 
in- 1689, periſhed by the ſword, or were puniſhed by con- 
the fiſcation and exile ; but the Iriſh patriots of the preſent 
by day, who have adopted their politics, and retailed their 
led ſpeeches and motions, are loaded with riches, and deco- 
of rated with honours. | 1 

h if | 


Upon the whole then, it is very apparent, that if the 
Engliſh miniſtry have abandoned the-proteſtant intereſt 
in Ireland, as theſe gentlemen aſſert, they have been 
induced to do ſo, by the ungrateful and undutiful con- 
duct, which the very gentlemen, who now glory in the 
depreſhon of the Iriſh proteſtant intereſt, have led the 
proteſtants of Ireland to adopt, in reſpect to Great Bri- 
tain z and that they, themſelves have reduced the Iriſh 
Proteſtants to the ſituation of the ſheep in the fable, 

whom the wolves by falſe profeſhons prevailed on to 
diſcharge their dogs and their ſhepherds, and then wor- 
ried and devoured. Nd 


The ſpeech from the throne does not however war. 
rant the aſſertions of theſe gentlemen, that the miniſtry 
-auſe of England have abandoned the proteſtant intereſt in Ire- - 
ited, land; and that it is tne intention of the Engliſh miniſter 
from that we ſhall grant the Iriſh catholics all privileges they 
bence may think fit te demand. It defires us only ( fern fo.” 
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ft 60 0 
e211 der the bene of the Iriſh catholics, and ae it 
0 5 with liberality for the purpoſes of firengthening and cement- 
* 1 ing a general union of ſentiment among all. claſſes of, and de- 
.. ſeriptions of his majeſty's ſiabiect, in ſupport of the eſtabliſhed 
| KRG: conſtitution,” and the lord lieutenant in the ſpeech de- 
oy. clares, © that he will ſtrenuoufly exert the power with 
* which he is entruſted, for the maintenance of the conflitu- 
wi EE tion in church and fate, as the beſt ſecurity for the liberty of 
=: the ſubject, and the proſperity of Ireland.“ And I have, 
| | according to the recommendation in the ſpeech, ſeriouſly 
i conſidered the real ſtate of the catholics of Ireland, 
"1 which I find to be a {tate of perfect ſecurity both of 
1 their liberty and property z and not that ſtate untruly 
depicted, in that falſe and acrimonious libel, their pe- 
tition to his majeſty. 


F The opinion I have formed on the whole matter 18, 

. that it is utterly inconſiſtent with the ſafety and preſer- 

| f | vation of- the preſent Iriſh conſtitution in church and 

4 ES ſtate, and utterly incompatible with the true intereſt of 

MIS. the whole Britiſly empire, to inveſt the catholics with any 

b other privileges than they now are by law entitled to; 

bk} be and I will therefore oppole this bill, in every ſtage of 

17 it; convinced as I am in my conſcience, that by acting 

| . | | thus, I do my duty to my. God, my king, and my coun- 
i ; try. 


THE T utterly from my heart diſclaim the operation oh my 
. mind, of any partial or intereſted views, in thus form- 
5 ing and delivering my ſentiments on this occaſion. I op- 
pole the pretent prerenſions of the cathotice. of Ireland, 
conſidering them in the light-of a great political body, 
which it is not only dangerous, but deſtructive to the 
conſtitution, further to encourage, or to {trengthen by 
the accumulation 4 new privileges. 
1 4 » f 
In thus publicly Weta tay ſentiments, I even do 
dome viotence to my private feelings and couneckions, as 
live in the ſtricteſt int'macy and friendſhip with ſeve- 
ral Roman catholics, for whom I have the ſincereſt, re- 
gard and eſteem, knowing them to be perſons of the 
grvarent worth, integrity, and honour, 
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